
Year Type of Award Name Agency or Organization Region/ State Project/Service

2026

Certificate Chief John Benson

Boulder Mountain Fire Protection 

District Region 2/Colorado

Chief Benson is a valuable community leader and educator for wildfire prevention and mitigation in Boulder 

Mountain Fire Protection District. His efforts have significantly expanded outreach in the area and engaged new 

audiences. Perhaps most importantly, Chief Benson inspired community members to practice wildfire 

prevention on a daily basis. The committee looks forward to seeing these efforts grow over the years. 

2026

Gold

USDA Forest Service Region 8 FAM, Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International 

Airport Art, and the Southern Group of State Foresters USFS, SGSF, ATL Airport

Region 8/Georgia, Florida, 

South Carolina, Mississippi

This interagency team collaborated with Atlanta Airport art program to display Smokey Bear art by Rudy 

Wendelin and share wildfire prevention messaging through an exhibit in a main terminal with millions of visitors 

from across the country and around the world. While a traditional advertising campaign of this size would be 

cost prohibitive, the Atlanta Airport art program did not charge for the exhibit space. During a lapse of funding in 

fall 2025, southern state forestry agencies stepped up to help staff the exhibit, interacting with visitors and 

answering questions about wildfires. 

2026

Gold Sam Scranton BIA Region 4/Idaho

Sam is the Deputy Director of Fuels Management for the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA). He led the development 

of the Wildfire Prevention and Spatial Assessment and Planning Strategies (WPSAPS), a risk assessment tool 

that provides users with research-informed prevention actions based on a geospatial assessment of risks, 

hazards, and values. This modernized tool has reduced wildfire starts by as much as 20% on BIA lands. 

WPSAPS has now been implemented in several federal agencies and tribes and has potential for even greater 

wildfire prevention. 

2026

Silver Clarence "Charlie" Berry Volunteer with CAL FIRE Region 5/ California

Charlie was a California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) Volunteer in Prevention (VIP) 

for 45 years. He sadly passed away in December 2025. Charlie was a constant source of fire prevention 

expertise not only in his community, but statewide and regionally through the Rose Bowl Parade and Camp 

Smokey at the California State Fair. His lifelong dedication to wildfire prevention, motivated only by passion, is 

inspiring to all. 

2026

Bronze

Washington Department of Natural Resources Wildland Fire Management and 

Communications Staff

Washington Department of 

Natural Resources Region 6/Washington

The Wildland Fire Management and Communications staff at Washington DNR helped rebuild and improve the 

state’s wildfire prevention programming. The staff creatively increased public awareness of Smokey by 

developing trailer wraps and license plates featuring Smokey Bear, essentially creating mobile public displays. 

Many staff members enthusiastically took on roles outside their typical responsibilities, motivated by the 

innovative opportunities ahead and their passion for wildfire prevention. 

2026

Bronze North Dakota Department of Emergency Services

North Dakota Department of 

Emergency Services Region 1/North Dakota

The small but mighty team at North Dakota Department of Emergency Services has had a profound impact on 

wildfire prevention in the state. The team’s creative products are visually appealing, engaging, and 

effective—like their “Learn Before You Burn” tagline. Staff members consistently take initiative to address fire 

prevention issues as they arise and go above and beyond to become the best possible storytellers of wildfire 

prevention messaging. 

2026

Bronze Kathy Slade FASNY Museum of Firefighting Region 9/New York

Kathy is a Museum Educator at the FASNY Museum of Firefighting who went above and beyond to incorporate 

wildfire prevention programming and educate the next generation of firefighters and wildfire prevention 

professionals. She developed partnerships with the New York Department of Environmental Conservation 

Rangers and Scouting America to ensure information is accurate and creatively engage youth visitors. Kathy 

even became a certified Wildland Firefighter Type II and conducted prescribed burns! 

2026

Bronze Karen Harrison

Minnesota Department of Natural 

Resources Region 9/Minnesota

Karen is the Minnesota Statewide Fire Prevention Coordinator who took the initiative to completely redesign the 

wildfire exhibit at the Minnesota State Fair. This program significantly increased the number of Minnesotans 

engaging with Smokey and his message. Karen organized a team of subject matter experts and 

communications staff to ensure messaging was both accurate and engaging. The result is a brand-new Smokey 

exhibit at the State Fair with record numbers of visitors learning about wildfire prevention. 

2026

Bronze Friends of the Bridger-Teton

Friends of the Briger-Teton 

(nonprofit) Region 2/Wyoming

Friends of the Bridger-Teton (Friends) is a nonprofit organization that helps steward the Bridger-Teton National 

Forest. Their ambassador program locates and extinguishes abandoned campfires, a leading cause of human-

caused wildfires. As a nonprofit with fundraising ability, Friends purchased supplies to increase fire prevention 

programming capacity including metal fire rings and “Drown, Stir, Drown, Feel” stickers for firewood. They also 

train local youth as interns to prepare the next generation of fire prevention professionals. 

2026

Bronze Captain Eric O'Connor Rapid City Fire Department Region 1/South Dakota

Rapid City Fire Department Captain Eric O’Connor worked with the Bureau of Land Management district to 

create a workforce program that provides recent military veterans with training and hands-on experience in 

wildfire prevention, fuels mitigation, and operational activities. The program continues to grow beyond Rapid 

City, sustaining wildfire prevention education and actively reducing wildfire risk. Captain O’Connor used 

prescribed burns and other mitigation activities as an opportunity to educate his community and strengthen 

partnerships.   

2025

Certificate Nan Stinson USFS - Bridger-Teton Region 2/Wyoming

Nan Stinson is a Prevention Education Specialist on the Bridger-Teton National Forest and focused on 

introducing Smokey Bear’s wildfire prevention message to all kids ages 3 to 14 in Sublette County, Wyoming. 

She has dedicated many hours to after school and evening events to inspire the next generation of wildfire 

prevention professionals and land stewards. 



2025
Certificate Janice Naylor USFS Region 2/Colorado

Janice Naylor is a GIS Specialist in U.S. Forest Service Region 2 who developed a wildfire prevention tracking 

and data analysis tool. Her tool helps wildfire prevention professionals determine where the greatest risks and 

common occurrences of human ignitions happen to improve their outreach. 

2025
Certificate Laura Hayes

Wisconsin Department of Natural 

Resources Region 9/Wisconsin

Laura Hayes is a Wildland-Urban Interface Specialist with the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources who 

organized an ATV ride for Smokey Bear’s 80th birthday. She engaged dozens of partners over the 80th birthday 

year including fire departments, libraries, schools, youth camps, and more. 

2025
Certificate Jennifer Erickson USFS - Klamath Region 5/ California

Jennifer Erickson is a Prevention Officer on the Klamath National Forest and overcame challenges in her 

remote area to share wildfire prevention messages with hikers on the Pacific Crest Trail through the use of 

flyers, pack animals, and more. 

2025
Certificate Todd Chlanda Florida Forest Service Region 8/ Florida

Todd Chlanda is a Wildfire Mitigation Specialist with the Florida Forest Service and a recipient of a 2023 Bronze 

Smokey Bear Award. He has worked with local Braille organizations, Florida libraries, and the U.S. Forest 

Service to develop a Braille edition of The True Story of Smokey Bear. 

2025

Gold Rex Thompson USFS - Apache-Sitgreaves Region 3/Arizona

Rex Thompson is a Fire Prevention Technician on the Apache-Sitgreaves National Forests and a key 

contributor to Wildfire Prevention Spatial Assessment and Planning Strategies (WPSAPS) and National Wildfire 

Coordinating Group (NWCG) courses, which help train wildfire prevention and investigation practitioners around 

the world. He has adapted courses for asynchronous virtual learning environments and developed multilingual 

educational materials, both of which allow a wider range of audiences to learn more about and understand fire 

prevention. He regularly interacts with 1,000 to 5,000 people on a yearly basis, teaching children, adults, and 

everyone in-between the importance of fire prevention and small, tangible steps we can all take to protect our 

forests and grasslands. 

2025

Silver Sandra Carpenter USFS - Stanislaus Region 5/ California

Sandra Carpenter is a Fire Prevention Technician on the Stanislaus National Forest. Her career with the Forest 

Service spans more than 30 years in which Sandra has patrolled for fires, provided technical expertise to timber 

and service contractors, assisted with prescribed burning, and created educational materials. Sandra has 

worked with National Cinema Movies (NCM) to create and distribute wildfire prevention commercials in movie 

theaters throughout the West and even created black-and-white silent films about Smokey Bear and wildfire 

prevention. 

2025

Bronze South Carolina Forestry Commission

South Carolina Forestry 

Commission Region 8/South Carolina

The South Carolina Forestry Commission (SCFC) protects, promotes and enhances the state’s forests. In 

2021, SCFC created the “Cancel Wildfires in South Carolina” campaign after seeing a need for more virtual 

outreach. The team created a short commercial featuring the head coaches of college football teams Clemson 

and the University of South Carolina who helped get residents excited about wildfire prevention. The commercial 

reached around 1 million people and extended its impact through an easily accessible website. Over the course 

of three years, the number of wildfires in South Carolina dropped by nearly 60%. 

2025

Bronze Krystle Gleason USFS - Stanislaus Region 5/ California

Krystle Gleason is a Forestry Technician on the Stanislaus National Forest and has been the Incident 

Commander and Committee Chair of the Camp Smokey exhibit at the California State Fair for over four years. 

Her leadership has united state and federal agencies and local organizations to teach wildfire prevention 

information through the interactive exhibit. Krystle constantly searches for ways to expand and improve Camp 

Smokey, such as with updated signage, home-hardening props, and youth volunteers. California and the 

Stanislaus National Forest continue to see a downward trend in human-caused wildfires. 

2024

Legacy Maureen Brooks USFS Region 9 WO/Maryland

Maureen Brooks retired in 2023 as Branch Chief for Wildfire Prevention and Community Mitigation. Prior to 

joining the USDA Forest Service, Maureen worked in fire prevention for the Maryland Forest Service for 20 

years. In 2010, Maureen was honored with a silver Smokey Bear award for her long-term strategic planning in 

Region 9 (Northeast/Midwest). As Branch Chief, Maureen provided invaluable expertise to the national Smokey 

Bear campaign and led licensing operations. In 2020, Maureen led the 75th birthday national planning team who 

earned a gold Smokey Bear Award. Her tenure as Branch Chief was marked by her foresight, and constant 

consideration about the next generation, and preparing for Smokey’s 80th birthday and beyond. 

2024

Silver Spark Safety Team

BLM and Maverick Adventure's 

First Stop

Region 4/Nevada, Utah, 

Idaho

A group of BLM Fire Mitigation and Education Specialists in Nevada, Utah, and Idaho partnered with regional 

gas station chain Maverik—Adventure's First Stop to create creative and memorable PSA videos that celebrate 

the culture of the western United States. Over the course of three years, this public-private partnership aired 6 

original fire prevention PSAs for over 100 million views and sold 391,521 firewood bundles with “Drown, Stir, 

Feel” messaging. The Spark Safety Team showed tremendous leadership, inspiring similar spin-off campaigns 

among other fire agencies and National Fire Prevention Education Teams. 

2024

Bronze Michelle Moore Texas A&M Forest Service Region 8/Texas

Michelle Moore is a Staff Forester (II) with the Texas A&M Forest Service, yet she dedicated additional time 

outside of her regular responsibilities to follow her personal passion for fire prevention. Seeing a need to help 

prepare non-fire personnel in fire prevention efforts, Michelle created a virtual training that transformed Texas 

A&M Forest Service’s approach to fire prevention and now serves as a model for other states and agencies. 

Michelle also brought fire prevention education to major league baseball games, primary schools, and pet 

adoption centers. The virtual training and other fire prevention education efforts helped increase the capacity of 

partner organizations to help spread Smokey’s message. 



2024

Certificate Linda Austin

USFS - Arapaho and Roosevelt 

National Forests Region 2/Colorado

Linda Austin began her firefighting career in 1988 and eventually retired in 2022 as an Engine Captain on the 

Arapaho and Roosevelt National Forests and Pawnee National Grassland (ARP). She tragically passed away 

on August 25th, 2023. Linda demonstrated a real passion for wildfire prevention by spearheading activities and 

pioneering programming before a formal prevention program was established on the ARP. Over her 34-year 

career, she embodied Smokey’s positive attitude and found ways to turn ordinary interactions into crucial 

teaching moments. 

2023

Bronze Vikki Olsen

Minnesota Department of Natural 

Resources Region 9/Minnesota

Vikki is an Office and Administrative Specialist, not a Fire Prevention program staff, yet she takes the initiative 

to lead and coordinate prevention events and education. Each year, Vikki provides Smokey Bear programming 

to thousands of elementary kids. Even during COVID, Vikki organized drive-by events to continue wildfire 

prevention education.

2023

Bronze Todd Chlanda Florida Forest Service Region 8/Florida

Todd launched public information spots on iHeartRadio which reached nearly one million people. He also took 

his prevention team to a popular hunting club over busy Memorial Day and July 4th holiday weekends to hand 

out information on fire prevention, educate landowners, and encourage safety. Todd’s efforts helped reduce the 

number of human-caused wildfires by 70%. 

2023
Bronze Kirsten Mortensen

Montana Department of Natural 

Resources Region 1/Montana

One of Kristin’s biggest impacts is making fire information more accessible to the public. She helped create a 

new website to host restriction and prevention information. She reached specific groups of outdoor enthusiasts, 

like hunters, with targeted ads on posters, radio, and social media.

2023

Bronze Kayli Yardley

Utah Division of Forestry, Fire, 

and State Lands

Kayli helped establish partnerships with a broad range of community organizations, from the Governor’s office 

and local TV stations to grocery stores and shooting ranges. By creating a “Fire Sense toolkit,” that contained 

social media graphics, videos, and other materials, partners and agencies were able to further promote 

Smokey’s message of wildfire prevention. With weekly updates like “Wildfire Wednesday” videos and “Fire 

Sense Friday” news updates, the public began to incorporate fire prevention into their daily lives.  As a result, 

the Utah Fire Sense Campaign helped reduce human-caused wildfires by 51% from 2020 to 2021.

2022

Silver Mark Wiles Georgia Forestry Commission Region 8/Georgia

Throughout his 31-year career, Mark Wiles has been dedicated to wildfire prevention awareness. As the leader 

of several federal Fire Prevention Education Teams (FPETs), Mark has utilized digital billboards, movie theater 

advertising, social media memes, and strategic in-person Smokey Bear appearances to significantly reduce 

human-caused wildfire starts in communities across the country.

During a 2016 drought in North Georgia, Mark’s team partnered with local agencies and companies to deploy 

new forms of prevention media to reach more diverse audiences. While the campaign ran, no human-caused 

wildfires occurred across the 20-county distribution area. Out west, Mark has led FPET deployments that 

created and distributed stickers, digital media, and various print materials that brought prevention messaging to 

“Burning Man” participants in Nevada, backcountry hikers in Wyoming, and people experiencing homelessness 

throughout Washington and Oregon. Mark was also featured in two recent NPR news stories about wildfire 

prevention in the U.S. and is the go-to wildfire prevention spokesperson for the Georgia Forestry Commission.

2021

Silver Kent Nelson Maine Forest Service Region 9/Maine

Kent goes above and beyond, consistently. He works at least throughout the region, and sometimes nationally. 

Very good at “work arounds” e.g. state statues at visitor centers rather than billboards. Reduced escaped burns 

by 50% in Maine and works extensively with the northeastern compact. Helps out nationally frequently; 

comprehensive nomination; goes above and beyond consistently; an advocate for Smokey.

2021

Silver Frank Riley

Chestatee-Chattahoochee RC&D 

Council in Georgia Region 8/Georgia

Scope covers, GA< SC, NC, VA.  Numerous wildfire prevention activities, engages multiple partners, a good 

model on how RC&Ds can work.  Southern Blue Ridge fire learning network, TNC, works regularly with other 

RC&Ds. Shows a body of fire prevention work over a good period of time; efficient and powerful use of 

volunteer work; built relationships with other RC&Ds; bringing prevention to new audiences.

2021
Bronze Anna Henderson USFS Region 1/ Montana

Fire Prevention messaging. Social media work for the year 2020.  Led interagency team and led WPSAPS for 

the region. Innovations in fire prevention planning

2021
Bronze Doug Miner

New Hampshire Division of 

Forests and Lands Region 9/New Hampshire

Writing wildland fire investigator portion of training. SB balloon, 75
th
 event, library program, veterans FP and war 

effort.

2021
Bronze Anne Nelson Alaska Department of Law Region 10/Alaska

Human-caused wildfire reduction act rewritten and passed. Outreach portion is limited, and to come. This 

demonstrates the enforcement and administrative strategies that are crucial to wildfire prevention being 

successful. Her efforts to educate legislators of both chambers was really important.

2020

Gold Smokey Bear 75th Birthday Planning Team Multiple partners Washington Office

National effort as a result of the inter- and intra-agency cooperation and planning that took place. The year-long 

celebration included hosting a dozen national events, creating a dynamic campaign toolbox full of media and 

marketing resources, hosting an online clearinghouse for local birthday events, producing educational materials 

for purchase at the Symbols Cache and the State Foresters Store, and utilizing social media channels to reach 

nearly 1 billion people. 

2020
Silver Aaron Kloss Ohio DNR Region 9/Ohio

Aaron shows creativity and innovation in his work with the Smokey Bear Song video and the Highlights for Kids 

project was noted as well as that these projects reached so many people.



2020
Bronze Patrick Mahoney Florida Forest Service Region 8/ Florida

Patrick brings energy, creativity and leadership to wildfire prevention. From the 75 Days of Smokey Scavenger 

Hunt, the fence mural project, and to the partnership he has made with the Charlotte Sports Complex, Patrick 

has made an impact statewide.  

2020
Bronze TFS Smokey Bear 75th Wildfire Prevention Team Texas A&M Forest Service Region 8 - Texas

Planning and implementing a comprehensive 75th celebration throughout Texas. Several of the projects within 

the celebration were noted including the 75th Geocoins, Smokey Road Show and starting the social media 

challenge with the other states and territories.  

2020
Bronze Thomas Black USFS

Region 8 - Chattahoochie 

Oconee NF

He has gone well above his daily duties to bring meaningful education opportunities to the communities he 

serves as well engaging partners to contribute to his efforts. Thomas’ passion for fire prevention is a great 

example for others.  

2020
Bronze Bennie Long EMNRD-Forestry Division Region 3 - New Mexico

Outreach efforts at Smokey Bear Historical Park to educate the public about the prevention of human caused 

wildfire, as well as dedication to Smokey Bear and the Cooperative Forest Fire Prevention Campaign.

2020
Bronze Tom Boggus Texas A&M Forest Service Region 8 - Texas

Tom has provided extensive support for the statewide wildfire prevention campaign and has successfully 

worked with the Texas state legislature to bring wildfire and prevention issues to the attention of the lawmakers. 

It is clear that Tom’s leadership has made a true difference in Texas.

2019 Bronze Samuel McCalip

2019 Bronze Andrew Hostad

2018 Gold Carrie Bilbao USDI/BLM Region 4/Idaho Linked fire litigation and fire prevention through education programs, PSAs and media articles.

2018
Gold Mid-Atlantic Forest Fire Compact Region 8/Virginia

Concepts/ideas/campaigns shared across 7 States, prevention tool kits. Media outreach. Highlights magazine 

project. 3 DVD set.

2018
Silver Lauren Maloney & Karen Curtiss USDI/BLM Region 6/Oregon/Washington

Help with expanding regional and national capacity for National Fire Prevention Education Teams especially 

during the 2017 Solar Eclipse event. Your leadership in strategic interagency partnerships in the Pacific 

Northwest communities demonstrated commendable commitment to public service.

2018
Bronze Tonto National Forest Wildfire Prevention Team & Every Kid in a Park Program USFS Tonto NF Region 5/California

Ingenuity and creativity in combining wildfire prevention work with the "Every Kid in a Park" program. The team's 

ability to go above and beyond their normal duties to strengthen and sustain the overall wildfire prevention 

program in the Phoenix metropolitan area in commendable.

2018 Bronze Southwest Montana Geographic Zone of the Northern Rockies Coor. Group Region 1/Montana Zone's ability to reduce wildfire ignitions and interagency collaboration.

2018 Bronze Russell Cowart Arkansas Forestry Commission Region 8/Arkansas Ingenuity in creating a tool/template that is highly predicted to be sustainable.

2018 Bronze Thomas Champion New Jersey State Forestry Region 9/New Jersey Passion for Smokey and going beyond normal job duties to promote wildfire prevention.

2018
Certificate Chris Johnson & Jordan Koppen USFS Region 1/Montana

Joint efforts in submitting materials for the Southwest Zone does not go unnoticed. The committee was very 

impressed with their unique and creative social media messaging and collaboration skills.

2017

Bronze Jennifer Myslivy USDI/BLM Region 4/Idaho

Your remarkable leadership in creating and implementing the STEPPPE-UP campaign to raise awareness of 

sage grouse and other wildlife habitat while cultivating partnerships and community support. Your ability to make 

great strides in the fire trespass program, develop a strong social media presence and work with numerous 

partners throughout Idaho is outstanding.

2017
Bronze Raymond K. Johnson USFS Humboldt-Toiyabe NF Region 4/Nevada

Leadership in targeting-messaging to Spanish speaking communities within Clark County and the Las Vegas 

Metro area. Going above and beyond your normal duties delivering education programs to schools, camps, and 

organizations.

2017
Bronze Mimi Barzen

Minnisota Dept. of Natural 

Resources Region 9/Minnesota

For your creative, innovative and dedicated work for the Minnesota Governor's Fire Prevention Day as well as 

your leadership in coordinating staffing the interactive wildfire prevention activities for the 14-day state fair event.

2017
Bronze George Bush Presidential Library Region 8/Texas

Leadership and creativity of the library and museum staff to provide a high-profile venue for wildfire prevention 

messages is outstanding. The staff's initiative to create a family festival and corresponding summer camps, 

leveraging assistance from Texas A&M students is phenomenal.

2017
Bronze Clint Mothershead USDI/BLM Region 4/Nevada

Leadership in creating and implementing your Rancher Liaison Program, starting a fire prevention program from 

scratch, developing a QR code for cups and leading an awareness billboard campaign.

2016

Silver Jimmye Turner USFS Region 6/Washington

Utilized a unique talent of artistry to bring issues such as fire prevention, conservation, and fire safety to children 

and their parents. Through an array of original cartoon characters, Jimmye depicted both the impact of 

unwanted wildfires and the importance of preventing them. While his initial efforts were locally based in Oregon 

and Washington, Jimmye extended the geographical reach of his talent via the web and social media.

2016

Silver Kevin Conran BLM Region 4/Utah

Outstanding efforts above and beyond the normal call of duty as a fire specialist. He worked outside his duties 

in an inter-agency manner. The group particularly liked the unique and creative Outdoor Explorer Program that 

he founded. Kevin attended several meetings outside of normal working hours, displayed very strong 

leadership, raised funds, and helped rejuvenate a local fire committee.

2016
Bronze Conasauga Ranger District USFS Region 8/Georgia

Enhanced effort to reduce unwanted ignitions in a very populated area of Georgia. To do this, the rangers used 

several methods of outreach and partnerships to spread wildfire prevention messaging to the surrounding 

community.

2016
Bronze Caloosahatchee Forestry Center USFS Region 8/Florida

Developed a strong and long-lasting partnership with the local baseball team the Miracles and their community 

engagement. The organization was very proactive in developing this partnership and engaging with the public 

through multiple avenues.



2016

Bronze Bob Blasi USFS Region 3/Arizona

Tremendous effort to prevent wildfires through countless in-person educational programs at town meetings and 

camper trainings. Bob built a local network, tracked trends in the community, and conducted early morning 

patrols to put out campfires left smoldering overnight. His projects are replicable by others through the United 

States.

2016

Bronze Jon Motsinger Texas Forest Service Region 8/Texas

Created a unique and innovative campaign with geocoins to celebrate Smokey Bear’s 70th Birthday while 

helping spread his wildfire prevention message. As an avid geocacher, Jon developed trackable geocoins that 

were symbolic of Smokey’s Birthday and wildfire prevention. Through these coins, Jon extended the reach of 

wildfire prevention campaign messaging to an entirely new audience and empowered geocachers to circulate 

the coins and educate others with Smokey’s fire prevention message.

2015
Gold Gwen Hensley

USFS Daniel Boone National 

Forest Region 8/Kentucky

Years of service given to the development of wildfire prevention graphics. Many times assistance was given on 

her own time, at home, working remotely for other forests, agencies, or fire prevention education teams.

2015

Bronze Brian Ballou Oregon Department of Forestry Region 6/Oregon

Brian received a bronze Smokey Bear award for his remarkable leadership in youth and adult prevention 

training, using a cooperative approach to projects, developing volunteer programs for prevention opportunities, 

and his strong partnership building skills, specifically with non-traditional partners. Brian also has an impressive 

ability to communicate important prevention elements to members of the media and utilize social media.

2015

Bronze Steve Deffibaugh Texas Forest Service Region 8/Texas

Steve has a passion for teaching about Smokey Bear to children of all ages. This passion probably came from 

his Great Uncle, Homer C. Pickens, who worked for the New Mexico Game and Fish Department and assisted 

with the bear cub that became the live image of Smokey Bear. Steve received a bronze Smokey Bear award for 

his leadership in bringing wildfire prevention education to at-risk communities and targeting messages toward 

audiences related to specific fire causes. In addition he has an impressive ability to work with local communities 

to help fire departments replicate your efforts and establish their own prevention outreach programs.

2015

Certificate Michigan Department of Transportation- Kirk Steudle

Michigan Depart. Of 

Transportation Region 9/Michigan

The Michigan DOT received a certificate for showing initiative to be leaders in wildfire prevention. They 

developed 5, stone-based electronic signs, placed at various welcome centers and along highways throughout 

northeastern Michigan. These signs are seen by millions of visitors as they travel throughout the region. The MI 

DOT takes the initiative to contact Michigan DNR about not only posting fire danger ratings, but to expand 

messages to include wildfire prevention during times of “High” or “Extreme” fire danger.

2014
Gold Smokey Bear Social Media Program 2010-2013 Ad Council and Helps good

Smokey Bear media team has grown over the years, has been seen as invaluable in reaching new and varied 

audiences. 

2014
Silver Soledad Holguin BIA Pacific Regional Office

Instructing and educating others on FP, Reached out to others and helped them understand how they are 

responsible for preventing wildfires. Demonstrated ability for years. 

2014

Silver Mike Davis Fire Chief Region 9/Indiana

Garnered support from various venues such as libraries, billboard companies and retail stores to help promote 

fire prevention. Several years of consistent outreach to help them understand how they are responsible for 

preventing wildfires through media, meetings with other agencies, and associations is a great talent. 

2014
Bronze Gary Roberts USFS Region 3/Arizona

Several years of active involvement with the fire prevention program on the forest and in region promoting 

wildfire prevention. 

2014
Bronze Malcolm Hiatt Dept. of Forestry Region 6/Oregon

Applied for and received a federal grant for a fire prevention campaign for the state of Oregon, leverages those 

funds with other cooperators and increased the market area to gather support and understanding of fire 

prevention to the millions of outdoor recreationists in the state. 

2014
Bronze Ron Hodgson & Mark Thibideau - One Less Spark

USFS/ Shasta Trinity NF 

respectively Region 5/California Developed a fire prevention campaign against wildfires caused by dragging tow chains.

2014
Bronze Chelsea Peyton Parker USFS Region 8/Florida

Created a fire prevention campaign and products for the Florida forest service. Used social media to reach out 

to those who that needed the messaging. 

2014
Bronze San Antonio Mission Baseball Prevention Program Team Texas Forest Service Region 8/Texas

Identified the wildland fire cause issue of debris burning, helped educate communities in the area of influence 

about how to prevent wildfires from starting from debris burning you have reduced the number of wildfires in the 

region. 

2014 Certificate John Klopatek and Heather Cihak Author/Illustrator Researched and wrote a children's book on Smokey's costume creation

2014
Certificate Cora Clements

Leadership and willingness to assist fire managers with wildfire prevention efforts. Community outreach with 

games to teach them about Smokey Bear and wildfire prevention. 

2014 Certificate Mike Post

2013
Silver Angel Crespo Region 8/Puerto Rico

Used rap and hard rock music to promote the wildfire prevention message, including a song "Fuego Forestal" or 

"Forest Fire," used in Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands.

2013
Bronze Pennsylvania Wardens Helping In Prevention (volunteers) Region 9/Pennsylvania

Numerous volunteer efforts working with volunteer fire departments, schools, and diverse agencies to educate 

Pennsylvanians about the safe use of fire.

2013
Bronze Glenn Liepe Forest Fire Service Region 9/New Jersey

K9 Tracks Program (NJ Forest Fire Service) used research and marketing to reduce human-caused wildfires in 

an innovative way.



2013

Bronze Eric L. Mosley Forestry Commission Region 8/Georgia

Leadership efforts to engage multiagency partners in developing and using fire prevention and education teams 

in southern Georgia and northern Florida, including the Fish and Wildlife Service, National Park Service, and 

many volunteer fire departments. Communication efforts were unified locally to show agencies working toward 

the same wildfire prevention goal.

2013
Bronze TFS East Texas Operations Texas Forest Service Region 8/Texas

Innovative approaches and creative products for wildfire prevention and by hosting over 300 programs that 

reached over 118,000 people in a two year period.

2013
Bronze Paul M. Reier Department of Forestry Region 9/Virginia

Outstanding dedication to wildfire prevention and finding new ways to get Smokey Bear and wildfire prevention 

involved in community events including the Ladies Professional Golf Association and with elderly populations 

who then provide information to their grandchildren and great grandchildren.

2013 Bronze Robin D. Nelson BLM Region 2/Wyoming Many years of volunteer efforts to education children in the Casper area about wildfire prevention.

2012
Bronze Ellen Dunlap USFS Region 4/Idaho

Partnership efforts with the Idaho Botanical Garden and multiple other partners in creating an annual, major 

wildfire prevention event surrounding Smokey Bear's birthday.

2012
Bronze CAL FIRE Communications Team CAL Fire- State Forestry Division Region 5/California

Unique approaches to deliver important wildfire safety information to those living in wildfire prone areas of 

California through development of weekly fire situation updates via social media channels.

2012
Bronze Withlacoochee Forestry Center County-wide CWPP Teams Division of Forestry Region 8/Florida

Innovative and coordinated approaches to include wildfire prevention into the County Wide Community Wildfire 

Protection Plans (CWPPs). Public outreach education efforts on safe burning practices reduced the number of 

human-caused wildfires by more than 30 percent over a two year period.

2012
Bronze Jim Caldwell USFS Region 8/Louisiana

Remarkable leadership in creating and implementing a public information and education campaign to alert 

residents and visitors to Louisiana about the high fire danger and their role in reducing human-caused wildfires.

2012
Bronze TX Information Team Texas Forest Service Region 8/Texas

Leadership in reducing the number of human-caused wildfires in Texas by delivering the message through new 

and existing partners such as retailers and the Texas Department of Transportation, and media outlets.

2012 Certificate Texas Forest Service Integrated Prevention Team Texas Forest Service Region 8/Texas

2012 Certificate Texas Forest Service, Prevention & Law Enforcement Texas Forest Service Region 8/Texas

2012 Certificate Daniel Boone National Forest Law Enforcement Daniel Boone National Forest Region 8/Kentucky

2012 Certificate West Region Wildfire Council Montrose Interagency/BLM Region 2/Colorado

2012
Certificate Neal White CAL Fire- State Forestry Division Region 5/California

2012 Certificate Missoula County Fire Protection Association DNRC Region 1/Montana

2012 Certificate Ogden Fire Department Boots and Bunker Program Region 4/Utah

2011

Gold Betty Brinn Children's Museum and USFS Urban Connections Team USFS Region 9/Wisconsin

Partnership created and the development and production of the Smokey Bear and Woodsy Owl “Home Sweet 

Home” exhibit, a product that has been instrumental in introducing Smokey Bear and his wildfire prevention 

messages to tens of thousands of young children and their families. Several hands on displays allow children to 

learn about wildfires and to build and safely extinguish campfires.

2011

Gold National Garden Clubs, Inc.

Outstanding partner in promoting wildfire prevention among elementary school children by promoting and 

conducting the Smokey Bear and Woodsy Owl poster contest. This contest has been instrumental in introducing 

Smokey Bear and his wildfire prevention message to hundreds of thousands of young children and their 

families. Each year your national, state, and local coordinators volunteer their time to work with numerous 

schools to distribute information, encourage participation, collect entries, and judge winners.

2011
Silver Ray Kresek Volunteer, DNR Region 6/Washington

Wildfire prevention education efforts through the book Fire Lookouts of the Northwest and your museum of fire 

lookout and Smokey Bear memorabilia.

2011

Bronze Bill Swartley NC Forest Service Region 8/North Carolina

Lead and created a versatile, self-supporting, mobile command post for use on wildfire prevention assignments 

and emergency incident deployments within North Carolina. The mobile trailer is outfitted to provide citizens with 

up-to-the-minute information regarding wildfire activities in their area, as well as help to disseminate news in 

remote locations. With the deployment of this newly-retrofitted trailer, the Division of Forest Resources now has 

the opportunity to enhance the delivery of information and proactively educate citizens about how to prevent 

wildfires.

2011

Bronze Julie Oliver and Sandra Williams Dept. of Natural Resources Region 6/Washington

Created a successful burn barrel exchange program credited with helping to reduce wildfires in Washington 

State. Sandy and Julie collaborated to implement a burn barrel exchange program that encourages Washington 

residents to turn in illegal burn barrels in exchange for free composting bins. For the last two years, they 

targeted counties that are at high risk of wildfires caused by escaped embers from debris burning. Their primary 

target: burn barrels, which are illegal to use in Washington State. The exchange program brought in more than 

770 illegal burn barrels from nine counties and one tribe over two years.

2011
Bronze Perry District Fire Prevention Committee Division of Forestry Region 9/Ohio

Spread the wildfire prevention message and reducing human-caused wildfires through 6th grade essay 

contests, unique traveling exhibits, on-site debris-burn inspections, and a fire prevention clown program.

2011
Bronze Linda G. Starling Division of Forestry Region 8/Florida

Promoted fire prevention techniques to hundreds of thousands of people through her work with the Jacksonville 

Sun’s baseball team, the National Fallen Firefighter Memorial services in Maryland, and the Gator Bowl New 

Year’s Eve parade.



2011

Bronze J. Foster Fanning Dept. of Natural Resources Region 6/Washington

Leadership efforts in creating new Smokey Bear fire danger signs in key locations while creating new 

partnerships, ensuring that no wildfires were started at the Okanogan Family Faire, by creating a unique puppet 

show to introduce wildfire prevention to elementary school students, and by partnering with the Department of 

Ecology to reduce illegal outdoor burning.

2011 Certificate Colorado Springs Sky Sox Region 2/Colorado

2011 Certificate David Edwards

2011 Certificate MI Department of Transportation Department of Transportation Region 9/Michigan

2010
Gold Fred Turck Department of Forestry Region 9/Virginia

Creation of hundreds of fire prevention products including brochures, images, stickers and other promotional 

items that are used across the nation. Volunteers as lead instructor for several Fire Prevention courses.

2010

Silver Alan Dozier USFS Region 8/Georgia

Served as member and chair of the NWCG Wildland Urban Interface Mitigation Committee as the committee 

began its redesign, and provided strong leadership as it met difficult internal and external challenges. Provided 

the first nationally piloted Firewise Mitigation Team with highly qualified prevention and mitigation professionals 

from Georgia Forestry to work with the USDA Forest Service.

2010
Silver Maureen Brooks USFS Region 9

Led fire assessments in Maryland, highlighted pre-fire activities to address risks in communities and wildlands. 

Helped establish the process for mobilization of Fire Prevention and Education Teams and developed long term 

strategic plans.

2010
Bronze Roxanne Savoie

DCR, Bureau of Forest Fire 

Control Region 9/Massachusetts

Continuous energy and imitative focused on wildland fire prevention including annually initiating the Wildland Fire 

Awareness Week for Massachusetts and the New England Fire Expo. Actively participated with the Northeast 

Compact Wildland Fire Prevention Working Team for over 10 years.

2010
Bronze Reid Shelley USFS Region 4/Utah

Dedication and exceptional service to fire prevention and education programs by coordination fire prevention 

activities and Smokey Bear's involvement in Utah's Freedom Festival which draws over 250,000 spectators. As 

a result, a Smokey Bear giant helium balloon was used in the parade.

2010

Bronze Texas Forest Service Fire Prevention Team Texas Forest Service Region 8/Texas

The "wise guy" campaign offered a straightforward and basic concept of individual responsibility for preventing 

wildfires. Used a series of radio and television PSAs featuring a fictional character and Texas country artist 

Kevin Fowler. This campaign reached a demographic not normally reached with traditional fire prevention 

messages.

2010
Bronze Everglades District Fire Prevention Committee Division of Forestry Region 8/Florida

Became a recognizable icon with the outdoor recreational market by participating in several events including 

Summer Safety Jamboree, Bass Pro Shops seminars, South Florida Fair and Expo, and more.

2010

Bronze Ted Nugent Celebrity Region 8/Texas

Participation in a public service announcement that has been expanded to include a poster and flyer with words 

of advice to all hunters. The PSA has aired in all major media markets in Texas and on cable channels within 

the state. This ad will be used in magazines and numerous hunting programs across Texas.

2010 Certificate Soledad Holguin

2010 Certificate James Martinez

2009 Silver Nebraska Partners in Prevention

2009

Silver Kentucky Wildland Fire Prevention and Education Team Division of Forestry Region 8/Kentucky

Designed specific fire prevention products and activities that are used widely by other southern states. These 

efforts resulted in partnerships with local, state, and federal officials, as well as private organizations. Fire 

prevention programs have been publicized using newspaper, radio, TV, billboards, printed materials, and public 

appearances.

2009
Bronze Ashley Peebles Ward Forest Service Region 9/Delaware

Over a fire year period, increased Smokey Bear programs by nearly double to reach nearly 75% of the first 

graders in Delaware. Students receive visits from Smokey Bear, printed materials to take home, and giveaways 

from the National Symbols Cache.

2009
Bronze John Boal Region 5/California

Secured approximately 3.3 million dollars worth of donated media over two years with 1.2 million of media 

delivery in southern California alone. Partnered with media outlets to ensure high-profile media placement for 

the "Get Your Smokey On" campaign.

2009

Bronze Melissa Yunas USFS Region 8/Florida

Developed and implemented fire prevention programs on the Okeechobee District including the creation of a fire 

prevention manual for rangers that breaks down specific county fire issues and offers key contacts and lessons 

learned. Pioneered "Fire Fest" in partnership with Savannah's Preserve State Park. This event has become an 

annual tradition.

2009
Bronze Genie Hall Division of Forestry Region 8/Florida

Greatly increased the visibility and awareness of the Florida fire problem by convincing the National Cinemedia 

to use the Division of Forestry's prevention ads. Resulted in free advertising, including in movie theatres, in 

prime time slots.

2009

Bronze Suwannee Forestry Center Fire Prevention Committee Division of Forestry Region 8/Florida

Became one of the Division of Forestry's "Fire Prevention" leaders by developing an Art & Essay program to 

promote National Fire Prevention Week. Program was successful and reproduced several times a year. Other 

significant projects including the Smokey Cabin used for a multitude of fire prevention programs, parades, and 

fairs; and installation of Fire Danger Signs and Prescribed Fire Awareness signs.

2009
Bronze Greg Strenkowski Forestry Commission Region 8/Georgia

Responsible for management of all of Georgia's National Fire Plan Grants, Southern Wildfire Risk Assessment, 

and the Community Wildfire Protection Plan . Also worked with University of Georgia and Georgia Tech sports 

program administrators to insert ads in game programs.

2009 Bronze Ed Smith and Sonya Sistare

2009 Certificate Steve Bowden



2008

Gold E. E. Rodger Division of Forestry Region 9/Virginia

Pioneering leadership in wildland fire prevention and education. You are considered a founding father in the 

Smokey Bear Program and the success of many state fire prevention programs can be traced to you. The work 

that you did in creating the first Smokey Bear costume and the various education materials you developed have 

touched many wildland fire education professionals in our nation and beyond. Your numerous accomplishments 

demonstrate the broad scope of your extensive wildland fire prevention work.

2008

Silver Sandra Groth Idaho Pan Handle NF Region 4/Idaho

Development and production of the “I’M CONCERNED ABOUT CAMPFIRES” campaign, a product that has 

been instrumental in stimulating a resurgence of interest in wildfire prevention throughout northern Idaho. It is 

also awarded for your continuing excellence in developing partnerships and new prevention campaigns.

2008
Bronze Wilfred "Pie" Steele BIA Region 3/New Mexico Outstanding work you have done to reduce human-caused wildfires on the San Carlos Apache Reservation.

2008
Bronze Texas Forest Service/Hurricane Wildfire Prevention and Mitigation Task Force Forest Service Region 8/Texas

Development and production of your Action and Prevention Plan, its interagency focus, and the statewide 

recognition of your prevention efforts. Your efforts have been instrumental in stimulating a resurgence of interest 

in wildfire prevention throughout Texas.

2008
Bronze Larry Benham USFS Region 4/Nevada

Efforts to design and develop a multi-media Smokey Bear education trailer as well as your efforts to form lasting 

partnerships and leading fire prevention efforts. Your efforts have been instrumental in stimulating a resurgence 

of interest in wildfire prevention throughout Nevada.

2008
Bronze Spooner Advocate Newspaper Region 9/Wisconsin

Long-term commitment to inform the public on wildfire prevention, including your series about the 30th 

Anniversary of the Five Mile Fire. Your reporting has been instrumental in increasing awareness of wildfire 

prevention in northwestern Wisconsin.

2008
Bronze Florida Division of Forestry Fire Weather Education Team Division of Forestry Region 8/Florida

Development and production of the Fire Danger Weather Kit, Media Campaign, and Contest. You created an 

innovative way to reach a new audience by including television meteorologists in relaying the prevention 

message throughout Florida.

2008
Bronze Annaleasa Winter Division of Forestry Region 8/Florida

Willingness to go above and beyond your normal duties to spread the wildfire prevention message. 

Development of a children’s fire prevention campaign and a new media campaign and partnership efforts that 

stimulated a resurgence of interest in wildfire prevention throughout Florida.

2007

Silver Teresa Rigby USDI/BLM Region 4/Utah

Continuous and outstanding service to wildland fire prevention and education efforts that resulted in the 

engineering and enforcement of the fire trespass program. Successful implementation of an education 

campaign to prevent wildfires caused by target shooting. Served on the development committee for the National 

BLM Fire Trespass Handbook.

2007

Silver Robert Vogltance Forest Service Region 2/Nebraska

Consistent efforts in nurturing the upcoming generation of fire prevention and education professionals, 

continuous commitment to excellence in customer service, successful expansion of the Partners in Prevention 

(PIP) program. Also, fire prevention messages on plastic grocery bags used in 13 Midwestern states yearly, 

$45,000 grant to build a fire prevention trailer, composing media boxes for use in wildland urban interface areas 

transferred neighbor to neighbor with DVDs on firewise and wildfire prevention.

2007

Bronze Wade Alonzo Dept. of Natural Resources Region 6/Washington

Continuous efforts for the development and successful implementation o the outdoor burning campaign which 

resulted in a 50% reduction in the predicted number of outdoor burning and enforcement measures. Used highly 

visual brochures, radio advertising, and strategic placement of road signs to elevate fire prevention efforts to a 

targeted audience.

2007

Bronze Mike Beaulieut and Michelle Reynolds Red Lake DNR Region 9/Minnesota

Successful integration of Smokey's wildfire prevention message in the Red Lake Wildfire prevention program. 

Templates of materials to be used in the tribe's public awareness campaign incorporate key cultural 

components of the Ojibwe language resulting in the Red Lake Band of Chippewa seeing a significant reduction 

of wildfires. Presented before more than 80 tribes at the Intertribal Timber Council Symposium and are active 

participants in the Minnesota Incident Command System Wildfire Prevention Working Team.

2007

Bronze Maris Gabliks NJ Forest Service Region 9/New Jersey

Development and production of the Living With Fire DVD, a product instrumental in stimulating a resurgence of 

interest in wildfire prevention within the New Jersey Forest Service and sister agencies at both federal and state 

levels. Spearheaded the compilation, editing, and production of the Images of America which depicts a 100 

years of the NJ Forest Fire Service.

2007

Bronze Thomas Lund and Darrell Monger BLM and USFS respectively Region 4/Utah

Effective interagency coordination which has been instrumental for the development of the Wildland Fire 

Prevention program for the Color Country Fire Management Area. Created opportunities for professional growth 

to young firefighters by mentoring and introducing them to the wildland prevention mindset. Works with local fire 

departments, giving valuable assistance with planning and strategies needed to safe-guard communities and 

private property and to help with establishing fuel breaks on public land.

2007

Bronze Marian County Multi-Agency Wildland Task Force Region 8/Florida

Successful interagency efforts in the implementation of a statewide public service campaign on wildfire 

prevention and for being instrumental in the adoption of state rules and regulations geared to the prevention of 

wildfires. Used local media, reporting stories in promoting the fire awareness/prevention Efforts at a minimal 

cost.



2007

Bronze Ronda Sutphen Division of Forestry Region 8/Florida

Aggressive and innovative "Statewide Hurricane Prevention" campaigning after the 2004 and 2005 hurricane 

seasons. Developed proactive fire prevention campaign using billboards, movie ads and brochures, reaching 

millions of Florida residents. Focus on public awareness with ATV users in the grassy area of the Everglades 

helped prevent large fires in this area. Development of prevention campaigns and products: fire danger weather 

kit campaign, fire prevention lapel pin, "Living With Fire" in Florida newspaper insert.

2006
Gold Rick Gibson Department of Forestry Region 6/Oregon

Recognized for exceptional service to the cause of Wildland Fire Prevention through work with NWCG and 

WFEWT.

2006 Gold Stanford M. Adams State Forester Region 8/North Carolina Exceptional service to the cause of wildland fire prevention.

2006 Silver Cathy Scofield USFS Region 1/Montana Instrumental in success of NRCG.

2006 Silver Gwen Beavans USFS Region 8/South Carolina Developing a fire prevention education program in the Southern Region.

2006 Silver Great Lakes Forest Fire Compact Prevention Region 9/Wisconsin For exemplary efforts during Smokey Bear's 60th birthday events and year.

2006 Bronze Kelly Cordoza USFS Region 4/Idaho Passion for the mission of the agency, mission of Smokey Bear, and mission of fire prevention.

2006 Bronze Eliseo Garcia USDI/FWS Region 8/Texas Large effort in education, prevention, and enforcement.

2006
Bronze Gerry LaCavera Florida Division of Forestry Region 8/Florida

Contributions to Florida's fire prevention program through his prevention and mitigation work after Hurricane 

Chaney. Was then asked to develop a prevention plan post Katrina.

2006
Bronze Okeechobee Fire Prevention Commission USFS Region 8/Florida

Contribution to Florida's fire prevention program through their work with Smokey Bear programs and public 

education.

2006 Bronze Teresa Mizuhara California Dept. of Forestry Region 5/California Began a juvenile fire-setting intervention program. Has passion for fire prevention.

2006 Certificate Andrew Lujan USDI/BIA Region 3/New Mexico Passion for fire prevention and work with different schools, communities, and tribal leaders.

2006 Certificate Peninsula Potawatomi Wisconsin DNR Region 9/Wisconsin Held a Smokey Bear bash and helped spread Smokey Bear's message.

2005
Gold Joan O'Hara Wehner National Assoc. of State Foresters Washington Office

Coordinated the National Association of State Forester's role in working with organizations such as the Ad 

Council; Foot, Cone and Belding; Ruderfinn and the National Firewise Program in promoting Smokey Bear and 

Forest Fire Prevention.

2005 Gold Peter Carl Martin Region 6/Oregon Exceptional service to the cause of forest fire prevention between 1984-2004.

2005
Silver Sue McCourt Plumas NF Region 5/California Consistently high level of service in the National Fire Prevention Education Team Program between 1984-2004.

2005 Silver Dennis Turco Jackson County Fire District Region 8/Florida Tireless work to reduce incidence of wildland fires between 1979-2004

2005 Silver Barbara Rebiskie USFS Region 5/California Outstanding service in Wildland Fire Prevention and Education from 1985-2004

2005
Certificate Pisgah Ranger District USFS Region 8/North Carolina

Annual Cradle of Forestry Smokey Bear Birthday party drawing over 1,000 international and national visitors 

yearly between 1992-2004.

2005 Bronze Bob Bannon Division of Forestry Region 6/Washington Exceptional service to the cause of forest fire prevention between 2002-2004

2005
Bronze Kentucky Division of Forestry Division of Forestry Region 8/Kentucky

Wildland Fire and Arson Prevention Task Force and Governor's Summit on Wildland Fire and Arson between 

2001-2004.

2005
Bronze Blackwater Forestry Center Division of Forestry Region 8/Florida

Providing excellent information and support pertaining to wildfire, prescribed fire, and forest management 

between 2002- and present at time of award.

2005 Certificate Kyle VonLinden New Jersey State Forestry Region 9/New Jersey Boy Scouts of America-Eagle Scout

2005 Certificate Pisgah Ranger District USFS Region 8/North Carolina 1992-2004 Annual Cradle of Forestry SB Birthday Party

2004
Gold Paul S. Metcalf USFS Region 5/California

Outstanding contributions to the improvement of fire prevention signage that has been used across the United 

States, Micronesia, Cambodia, Viet Nam, Greece, Mexico, Brazil, and other parts of South America, and 

throughout the greater Pacific Islands.

2004 Gold William R. Sweet USFS Region 8/Georgia Smokey Bear Advocate and Fire Prevention Education

2004 Silver Viola Hillman BLM/USFS Region 4/Utah Fire Prevention Education – Great Basin and National (since early 1990’s)

2004
Bronze Janet Johnson and Kathy Hammons Division of Forestry Region 4/Utah

Leadership in Wildland/Urban fire prevention with Sundance and Big Cottonwood Canyon as well as numerous 

other communities in Utah and Idaho. Their work has also served as prototype for communities in other states.

2004
Bronze Shenandoah Valley Interagency Wildfire Prevention and Education Team-USFS USFS Region 8/Virginia

Interagency (USFS, VDOF, and NPS) “THREE AGENCIES…ONE MESSAGE”. Reducing the threat of 

unwanted wildfires.

2004
Bronze

Nebraska Partners in Prevention (Rhonda Cerny, Stu Wilsman, Jay Templar, 

Mark Graf, Don Kuhl Region 2/Nebraska

Volunteer Fire Fighters from 5 departments in Nebraska. They encourage and help set up and maintain fire 

prevention cooperatives and provide extensive fire prevention education to many Nebraska communities.

2004 Bronze Merlin Miller BLM Region 1/Idaho Creative and innovative approaches to extensive fire prevention education programs.

2004
Bronze Gary Carpenter Division of Forestry and USFS Region 8/Florida

Fire Prevention especially in connection with Daytona Speedway, Florida Division of Forestry and US Forest 

Service. Florida State Fair Fire Prevention Education projects and Fire Prevention billboards, parade floats, 

signage, trailers, etc.

2004
Bronze Gayle Thrash and Jay Boykin USFS Region 8/Mississippi

Received Smokey Bear Award Certificates in 2003 for this work.

 Fire Prevention and education programs in three coastal communities in Mississippi.

2004
Certificate Marion Tyson (M.T.) Parker Mississippi Forestry Commission Region 8/Mississippi For your Outstanding Public Service in Forest Fire Prevention

2004 Certificate Prevention Team-GA Forestry Commission District 5 Fire Forestry Commission Region 8/Georgia For your Outstanding Public Service in Forest Fire Prevention

2003
Gold Ruder Finn Interactive/David Finn Region 9/New York

Developing and creating www.smokeybear.com, including highly successful components of the design like the 

Smokey Bear Pen Pals software program that assists people with disabilities.



2003
Gold Texas Forest Service/ James B. Hull Texas Forest Service Region 8/Texas

Leading the nation in fire prevention particularly in technology transfer, training fire prevention education team 

members, serving on national fire prevention education teams and national committees, and promotion 

community involvement. Living on the Edge van for Wildland Urban Interface.

2003
Silver Fred Turck Department of Forestry Region 9/Virginia

Creating and promoting two very successful wildfire prevention campaigns during 2001. Campaigns included an 

"Only You Can" Smokey Bear decal program and a "Bag It - Don't Burn It" wildfire prevention program.

2003 Silver Nanette Madden USFS Region 5/California History of Fire Prevention slide show and twelve years of work in wildland fire prevention.

2003
Silver Faye Christiansen BLM Region 4/Idaho

Fostering partnerships with other agencies, local fire departments and civic groups. Helped create partnership 

between the local Boy Scout Troops and structural fire departments. Innovative fire prevention products and 

creative fire prevention message presentations.

2003
Silver Dean Burnham BLM Region 2/Wyoming

Wildland fire danger signs at every Bridger-Teton forest entry site from private lands and along roads and 

highways. Initiated grocery bag campaign with fire prevention and hunter safety messages about campfires.

2003 Silver Arthur G. Cox Division of Forestry Region 9/Virginia Successful Bloodhound Tracking and Fire Prevention Program.

2003

Bronze Seminole County Forestry Unit Forestry Commission Region 8/Georgia

Efforts to proactively mitigate damages and losses from undesirable incendiary/debris burn caused wildfire in 

the community surrounding Lake Seminole in Southwest Georgia. Community went from averaging 27 

incendiary fires per year and 25 escaped debris burn fires per year to 1 incendiary fire per year and 3 debris 

escape burns per year.

2003

Bronze Big Cottonwood Canyon Wildfire Council Region 4/Utah

Dedicated homeowners changed the way Big Cottonwood Canyon residents acted about fire prevention. Each 

subdivision in the community elected a fire representative for the Council and coordinated a comprehensive 

approach with partners in adjacent canyons to solve fire safety issues. Measureable amounts of brush and 

vegetation around homes and along roadways.

2003
Bronze Pine Ridge Property Owners Association Region 8/Florida

Mitigating the threat of wildland fire to a community at risk, completing wildfire prevention projects and acting as 

great examples to other subdivisions or communities. Defensive Fuels Profile Zone.

2003
Bronze Cynthia A. Kohles Wisconsin DNR Region 9/Wisconsin

"Take Smokey Home" program provided every second grade student in four counties in southwestern 

Wisconsin to take Smokey home and involve their families in discussion and activities that highlight both 

wildland and structural fire awareness and that provided prevention education.

2003
Certificate TV 9 & 10 Weather Team Region 9/Michigan

Provision of invaluable public service with wildfire danger information as a part of their weather forecast services 

during periods of high and above fire danger

2003 Certificate Gayle Thrash USFS Region 8/Mississippi Mississippi Gulf Coast Project

2003 Certificate Jay Boykin USFS Region 8/Mississippi Mississippi Gulf Coast Project

2003 Certificate WSMV Bill Hall Region 8/Tennessee Fire condition announcements as Chief Weathercaster, Tennessee

2003 Certificate The Kentucky Division of Forestry Division of Forestry Region 8/Kentucky Wildland Fire and Arson Prevention Task Force - Kentucky

2002 Gold Jack Cohen USFS Fire Science Laboratory Region 1/Montana Wildland/Urban Videos and papers; Crown Fire research

2002
Gold Florida Division of Forestry (L. Earl Peterson and James Harrel) Division of Forestry Region 8/Florida

Firewise DC-ROM; NASF Fire Committee; Fire Authority Program and Wildfire protection clown; National Coop 

Forestry/Fire Protection work

2002 Bronze N.A. "Turk" Baz WDEB Radio Region 8/Tennessee Annual Parade at the Volunteer Fire Department Showcasing Fire Prevention Message

2002
Bronze Christopher Thomsen Virginia Division of Forestry Region 8/Florida

Media partnership with Avalanche Baseball Team, development of school programs and successfully promoting 

fire prevention and education

2002
Bronze James Hart USFS/National Forests in Florida Region 8/Florida Fire Prevention Messaged Billboards, Fire Strike Team, Revitalization, PSAs

2002 Bronze Sunriver Owners Association Region 6/Oregon Education materials that focused on the "How To's" of fire prevention

2002
Bronze Superior National Forest and Minnesota Department of Natural Resources Dept. of Natural Resources Region 9/Minnesota

1999 Blowdown response, risk assessment, response planning, information and education planning; Fire 

prevention multimedia and brochures

2002 Certificate Agricultural Crime Unite Tennessee Division of Forestry Division of Forestry Region 8/Tennessee Arson Reduction

2002 Certificate Mahlon Hammetter Texas Forest Service Region 8/Texas Fire Education, Statewide Coordination, Arson Protection, Exhibits, Presentations and Newsletters

2002 Certificate Yuba Watershed Protection and Fire Safe Council Region 5/California Fuels reduction at grassroots level

2002 Certificate Mike Dannenberg USDI/BLM Region 1/Montana Five state interagency approach

2001 Gold Minnesota Department of Natural Resources Region 9/Minnesota

2001

Gold Border Agency Fire Council of San Diego Mix of 24 Agencies/NGOs Region 5/California

Twenty three organizations combined resources with a goal of saving lives, property and natural resources 

along the border between Mexico and the United State. Traditional fire prevention messages have been created 

to reach undocumented immigrants, produced a video in English and Spanish that addresses the many threats 

and a Natural Resources Protection Guidebook for firefighters. Provides training for border patrol agents.

2001
Bronze Fire Safe Council of Nevada County Region 5/California

Conducted educational programs, initiated successful fuels reduction programs and published booklets about 

defensible space, emergency preparations and fire wise landscaping.

2001

Bronze John Mingus Keep Oregon Green Association Region 6/Oregon

During his 20 - year tenure, Mingus has established himself and Keep Oregon Green as the premier fire 

prevention entity in the State of Oregon. Mingus has developed an exceptionally strong an multifaceted fire 

prevention delivery mechanism and is responsible for development of many statewide and local fire prevention 

campaigns.

2001
Bronze Tracy Hensley and Radio Station WKYT Region 8/Kentucky

For many years, Hensley and WKYT have provided extensive coverage about wildland fire situations, outdoor 

burning restrictions and precautions, and defensible space. 



2001 Certificate Alice Buchheim For Outstanding Public Service in Forest Fire Prevention

2001 Certificate Ralph Minnich For Outstanding Public Service in Forest Fire Prevention

2001 Certificate Elliott Minor For Outstanding Public Service in Forest Fire Prevention

2001 Certificate Minnesota Department of Natural Resources For Outstanding Public Service in Forest Fire Prevention

2001 Certificate Superior National Forest For Outstanding Public Service in Forest Fire Prevention

2000

Bronze Denise Germann USFS Med Bow/Routt NF Region 2/Colorado

Key member of the Routt County Wildland Fire Council which includes 11 agencies and organizations, Germann 

has helped to tailor fire prevention messages to the needs of property owners, businesses and vistiors. 

Germann incorporated public affairs, interpretation, and partnership coordination into the forest's overall 

management strategy.

2000

Bronze Mary K. Hicks Texas Forest Service Region 8/Texas

Has helped create proactive, innovative approaches to wildland fire prevention in Texas since 1998. Hicks 

played a key role in implementing assessment basics, increasing media awareness, and promoting a ban on 

burning to help reduce fire starts while serving on the first Wildland Fire Prevention and Education Team. The 

Team reduced fire starts from 84 to 18 per week in more than 31 Texas counties. She successfully obtained an 

interview with singer Willie Nelson for a celebrity video and audio public service announcement about fire 

prevention.

2000

Bronze Gary Marshall Fire Marshall, City of Bend Region 6/Oregon

Convinced SAFECO to fund a W-UI community education program - Fire Free! Get in the Zone. In Bend 10 at 

risk subdivisions were chosen to participate in the program. Surveys revealed that many residents increased the 

defensible space around their homes by cleaning pine needles from roofs and property, removing brush and low 

hanging limbs, and moving firewood stacks away from homes.

2000

Bronze Pikes Peak Wildfire Prevention Partners Region 2/Colorado

With the inception of the nonprofit corporation PPWPP, interagency members combined their talent, time and 

energy effectively reduce the threat of wildland fire to life and property in the tricounty area. From accomplishing 

a risk/hazard/value assessment, to participating in interagency prescribed burn's to establishing a Firewise 

training program, member commitment and dedication are high and agency strengths are balanced.

2000
Silver Richard Reitz USFS Region 3/New Mexico

For collaborating with other fire prevention agencies to successfully prevent wildfires. In 1998 created the Fire 

Prevention Work Group with members from the FS, BIA, BLM, NPS, FWS, State of Arizona, New Mexico, and 

Texas. FPWG produced a video about the use of prescribed fire.

2000
Silver Northwest Fire Prevention Interagency Workshop Committee Region 6/Oregon

Celebrated 13 years of providing high-quality, low-cost fire prevention educational experiences to interagency 

fire personnel. Provides low cost high quality workshops to the region and Canada with an average of 160 

students.

2000

Silver Karen Bergethon USFS Region 2/Colorado

Has been a leader in making interagency cooperation a key component of all fire prevention and education 

efforts. She facilitates Firewise workshops throughout the US and is an advocate for Wildland Fire Prevention 

and Education Teams. All 5 States in her region have incorporated fire prevention into their cooperative fire 

agreements.

2000
Gold Jeannette Hartog USFS Region 4/Utah

Hartog is the chair for the National Wildland Fire Prevention Education Team. Hartog mobilizes interagency 

teams with the necessary skills to successfully complete the specific FPE assignment.

2000
Gold Safeco Corporation Region 6/Washington

Pioneering a prevention campaign - "Fire Free! Get in the Zone" designed to educate the public about wildland 

fire safety and create defensible space around homes

2000

Gold Foote, Cone & Belding Region 5/California

Volunteered to work with The Advertising Council, NASF and the Forest Service to develop forest fire 

prevention public service advertisements. Since 1942 FCB has distributed more than 20,000 memorable and 

effective public service announcements. FCB provides its' service pro bono. In the past 5 years, more than 30 

employees have devoted 25 % of their time to the company's fire prevention campaign.

1999
Gold Paul Newman Region 9/Maryland

Wrote a daily newspaper comic strip that reached tens of millions and a comic book titled "The True Story of 

Smokey Bear"

1999 Silver Kelly Klein Region 9/Michigan Produces a highly successful radio program with wildland fire prevention messages, 

1999

Silver Jon Skinner USDI/BLM Region 4/Idaho

Current chairman of the Great Basin Fire Prevention/Education Committee and crafted and maintains the 

committee's website. Coordinated the 1999 Great Basin Interagency Fire Prevention Workshop. Promoted a 

series of committee publications, including "Living with Fire" and " Learning to Burn Safe". Skinner initiated the 

first Idaho Public Conference on Wildland Fire and was instrumental in establishing Idaho Fire Prevention Week

1999

Silver Jim Brenner Florida Division of Forestry Region 8/Florida

Has long promoted Florida's rich tradition of prescribed fire, a key to wildland fire prevention through fuels 

management. In 1987, he created the Nation's first Certified Prescribed Burn Manager Program, followed in 

1988 by "Smokey and the Pros" baseball trading card series. He authored Florida's 1990 Prescribed Fire Act. 

He has produced TV video and appeared on national television and helped design and promote "Through the 

Flames." a painting by Paco Young.

1999 Bronze Harry Kepler Alabama Forestry Commission Region 8/Alabama Has been instrumental in organizing the Wildland Urban Interface Project since 1993.

1999

Bronze Matt Weinell Florida Division of Forestry Region 8/Florida

Has coordinated Florida's popular Prevention  Clown Program. Conducts annual statewide fore prevention 

workshops. During Florida's severe 1999 fire season, he arranged for placing 100 fire prevention bill boards as 

public service announcements. His efforts to reduce arson and his aggressive deployment of fire prevention 

strike teams helped reduce the acreage and homes burned during the 1999 fire season.



1999

Bronze Sue McCourt USFS Plumas NF Region 5/California

Sue has taught basic fire prevention to interagency personnel for many years, She coordinated the NWCG 

course "Intermediate Fire Prevention". Served has the chair of the California Regional Fire Prevention 

Committee . She also edited the powerline, railroad and industrial guides for fire safety, including NWCG' s 

National Industrial Guide. She is part of the training cadre for the national prevention teams.

1999

Bronze Teresa Winovitch USFS Region 5/California

In 1997-98 she coordinated the "Keep It Country-Keep It Green" fire prevention events with country singer 

Michael Martin Murphy. In 1998 she was the FS coordinator for California State Fair, reaching thousands of 

people with fire prevention messages in a medal-winning exhibit. In 1999, she designed and coordinated "Camp 

Smokey," an interagency State fair exhibit that engaged children in learning about fire safety.

1999

Bronze Don and Mary Ohrt Region 5/California

Have spent more than 18 years in the Volunteer In Prevention VIP program with CDF. Have performed more 

than half of the Public Resources Code fire safety inspections done each year in the CDF district. Volunteer an 

average of 70 county fore prevention events on Public Safety Day and Smokey's birthday, at local schools and 

county fairs, and at a local summer camp for campers of all ages. They do so many SB programs they have 

their own Smokey Costume.

1999

Bronze CA FED of Women's Club Region 5/California

Since 1977, the CFWC has cosponsored the CDF's Coins for Conservation program, generating thousands of 

dollars in supplementary funds for fire prevention and education. CFWC also established a Smokey Bear 

traveling museum, staffing telephone banks during wildfires, holding B Poster contests and distributing bumper 

stickers with fire prevention messages.

1999
Bronze Georgian Burton and Cory Child Region 4/Utah

Helped procure training for 20 volunteers firefighters at the local fire station. Coordinated fuels reduction 

projects around their community and assisted homeowners with rebuilding roofs with fire resistant materials.

1999
Bronze Ed Smith University of Nevada Region 4/Nevada

Developed an 8 page tabloid called "Living With Fire" as an insert for local newspapers. In 1998 the Great Basin 

Fire Prevention Education committee adopted Smith's tabloid for distribution in several States.

1999

Bronze Gerald Parsons Maine Department of Forestry Region 9/Maine

Actively involved in the Juvenile Fire Setter Program, Parsons has addressed more than 25,000 students in 

central Maine. In 1996 he cofounded the Honorary Forest Ranger Program to offer seriously ill children a 

chance to help promote wildland fire safety and to belong to an organization for life. Parsons has also appeared 

on television in public service announcements on wildland fire prevention,

1999

Bronze Randy Eardley USDI/BLM Region 4/Idaho

Has created numerous educational brochures and public service announcements to promote wildland fire 

prevention, many on behalf of the Keep Idaho Green Fire Prevention Task Force. In 1999 he designed a highly 

successful display for the Idaho Public Conference on Wildland Fire: Strategies to Protect Your Home and 

Family. 

1998 Certificate Sue McCourt USFS Region 5/California For your Outstanding Public Service in Forest Fire Prevention

1998 Certificate WABI-TV Region 9/Maine For your Outstanding Public Service in Forest Fire Prevention

1998 Certificate Timothy Taylor New York State Region 9/New York For your Outstanding Public Service in Forest Fire Prevention

1998 Certificate Cathleen Kittle New York State Region 9/New York For your Outstanding Public Service in Forest Fire Prevention

1998
Bronze California Fire Safe Council Region 5/California

Effectively motivate citizens to take action to protect themselves and their communities from wildfires. 

Developed a Fire Safe Community Action Kit. Committee is composed of members from fire agencies, 

insurance industry, real estate industry and public utilities

1998
Bronze Ray Durham Florida Division of Forestry Region 8/Florida

Ray has successfully prevented wildfires in the wildland urban interface areas through the use of prescribed 

burns.

1998

Bronze Gary Lacox Texas Forest Service Region 8/Texas

Gary was instrumental in establishing a nation-wide fire prevention team which began a Forth of July campaign 

called "Don't Blow It On the 4th" as well as posters, handouts, license covers, and videos to call attention to the 

dangerous fire situation.

1998
Bronze Kimberli Lanier California Dept. of Forestry Region 5/California

Efforts with the "Learn Not To Burn" program. She was vital in obtaining a grant for the program in San Jacinto. 

The target audience for the program is juveniles who start 40 percent of the fires in the area.

1998 Bronze M.C. Axe and the Fire crew Region 9/Indiana

1998
Bronze Paul F. Sebasovich Pennsylvania Division of Forestry Region 9/Pennsylvania

For his efforts with the Wardens Helping in Prevention program. This program encourages wardens to present 

fire prevention programs to various audiences.

1998 Bronze Dr. and Mrs. Edwin Smith Region 2/Colorado

1998

Bronze Doug Voltolina Florida Division of Forestry Region 8/Florida

Communication efforts on the benefits of prescribed burns in forest fire prevention. Doug managed to get the 

topic in newspapers and on television. In his efforts, Doug also established a cooperative effort between various 

agencies involved in wildland fire suppression.

1998
Silver Bruce Turbeville California Dept. of Forestry Region 5/California

Bruce coordinates the department's statewide fire prevention education program, creating and implementing 

several education programs including the Fire Safe Inside and Out program.

1998 Silver Jimmye Turner USFS Region 6/Washington

1998
Silver The Wildfire Prevention Working Team State Forestry Agencies IN, IL, IO, MO and NEA

For their efforts in protection of natural resources and human life and property. The member States are all 

dedicated to fire prevention education.

1998 Silver Maureen Brooks

Maryland Dept. of Natural 

Resources Region 9/Maryland

Maureen help to develop several education tools including a brochure & video, Currently she is the chair of the 

NWCG Wildland Fire Education Working Team as well as the statewide fire prevention coordinator for the DNR 

of Maryland.



1998 Gold Lewis Southard Virginia Division of Forestry Region 9/Virginia

Recognized as a leader in wildland prevention whose work has been adopted for national use. The established 

a partnership between NWCG and Project Learning Tree to enable thousands of high school students to learn 

about fire ecology and prevention. Created a set of nationally distributed videos, news releases, and fire 

prevention programs for school children. Following the ice storms in Virginia in 1996-97, Southard prepared an 

original fire prevention campaign, including exhibits, posters and other materials, some of which were adopted 

by NASF and other States. Using GIS, he prepared maps showing statewide fore risk, a method that the 

NWCG extended nationwide in the training course "Wildland Fire Prevention Planning"

1997
Bronze Patrick Costales Hawaii Division of Forestry Region 5/Hawaii

Contributed to fire prevention in Hawaii for over 20 years, often times donating his personal time towards his 

many successful projects. His projects show a high level of community involvement and coordination with 

national efforts.

1997 Bronze David Filmon Canada Provides pro bono service to fire prevention efforts in Canada, 

1997
Bronze High Desert Fire Prevention Association USFS Region 5/California

The program reaches 5000 kids annually.  The effort is largely a community event made possible through local 

fund raising efforts, not agency support.

1997

Bronze Nancy Jemmett USFS Region 3/Idaho

Serviced on a variety of national committees. Her work incorporated neighborhood involvement, citizen action, 

community and agency cooperation, and had many multiplier effects in her community and throughout Arizona.

1997
Bronze Danny Jones USFS Sierra NF Region 5/California

Sustained record of service in the national fore planning and training arena, interagency efforts and involvement 

in the National Sports Program. 

1997
Bronze Kootenai County Fire Prevention Cooperative Idaho Dept. of Lands Region 4/Idaho

Shows a high level of interagency cooperation, many hours of donated time, working in the interface and 

incorporating safety and fuels management into their programs. 

1997
Bronze Tom Ninnemen Teton County Schools Region 4/Wyoming

Tom volunteers his time delivering radio broadcast messages always integrating fire prevention into a variety of 

resource messages of interest to the local community and tourists.

1997
Bronze Louis Norvell USFS Region 9/Illinois

Has dedicated personal time to the building of a fire prevention float. His work encompasses a variety of venues 

in both the private and public sectors.

1997

Bronze Oregon State University Region 6/Oregon

The programs implemented by Oregon State in association with its spirting events have been used as a model 

nationwide, however, the overwhelming success and participation of OSU have been within Oregon itself. The 

program has high visibility, is creative and cost effective reaches many audiences and venues simultaneously 

and has a successful 10 year history.

1997 Bronze Shoshone County Fire Prevention Cooperative Idaho Dept. of Lands Region 4/Idaho Developed programs and school curricula highlighting wildfire 

1997

Bronze Border Agency Fire Council Region 5/California

Service provided exemplifies interagency cooperation and creativity in reaching diverse and hard to reach 

audiences. The project highlights dedication to safety and fore prevention in a unique challenging and often 

dangerous environment.

1997
Bronze James W. Cook USFS Wasatch-Cache Region 4/Utah

Initiated many projects including events with a variety of sports teams in Utah and was a founder and past 

chairman of the Great Basin Fire Prevention Working Committee.

1997
Bronze Denise Tomlin USFS Region 2/Colorado

Self initiated the creation of her fire prevention duties, initially working well beyond the scope of her secretarial 

position.

1997

Silver Timothy J. Banaszak DNR Region 9/Wisconsin

Highly successful outreach to young school children in MI which has spread to WU. His programs include both 

formal learning environments in the classroom and informal venues at campgrounds, His work is clearly beyond 

the scope of his initial job and led to a change untimely providing better service to fire prevention.

1997 Silver Malcolm Gramley USFS Region 8/Georgia His work features creativity, networking, and a high level of collaboration and partnerships.

1997

Silver Anna and David Lang California Dept. of Forestry Region 5/California

Have been volunteers for over 11 years averaging over 14 shows a year across the nation. Each show 

averages 1000 folks visiting their Smokey booth. Over the years they have reached over 175,000 people. Have 

a high degree of dedication and effectiveness of their efforts in fire prevention.

1997
Gold Alfred E. and Sylvia Grimes Region 9/Pennsylvania

The Grimes continue to provide an impressive list of volunteers service's across the country. It is a very 

impressive resume of extreme dedication by volunteers to further Smokey's message.

1997

Gold Michael Martin Murphey Region 5/California

Country Western Performer. Donates his time for a valuable highly visible nationwide effort with wide appeal. 

Personal dedication and the overwhelming success of the KIC-KIG campaign and associated functions.

1997

Gold Nancy Lyn Porter USFS Region 5/California

Has completed a wide range of interagency and national programs each highly successful and impactive 

nationwide. She has shown a high level of creativity in her outreach efforts through coordinating the KIC-KIG 

campaign, a partnership with Knott's Berry Farms, multi-lingual and cultural approaches, participation on 

national steering committees, development of national training programs among many other projects.

1996 Certificate Russ Van Arsdale Region 9/Maine

1996 Certificate Jim Barna Log Homes Region 8/Tennessee

1996 Certificate Emma Cerami Mississippi Forestry Commission Region 8/Mississippi

1996 Certificate Tom Ninnemann Region 2/Wyoming

1996 Certificate National Broadcasting Corp. & Microsoft National Broadcasting Region 5/California

1996 Certificate Wanda Rogers WV Division of Forestry Region 8/West Virginia

1996 Certificate Maure Sand North Dakota Forest Service Region 2/North Dakota



1996 Certificate Paul Sebasovich Pennsylvania Division of Forestry Region 9/Pennsylvania

1996 Certificate Judith Downing USFS Shasta-Trinity NF Region 5/California

1996

Bronze Kenneth W. Cabe

South Carolina Forestry 

Commission Region 8/South Carolina

Managed a fire prevention campaign following the destruction of Hurricane Hugo. This campaign is believed to 

be the most intensive on record; after the initial 9 months and 9 counties, it crew to encompass 26 counties- 

over half of SC and lasted for 5 years. He has also researched and created a profile of firefighter arsonists.

1996
Bronze Cynthia L. Frenzel Virginia Division of Forestry Region 9/Virginia

Developed materials such as a firewise landscaping plat list; presenting talks, exhibits, and seminars; and 

writing a variety of fire prevention materials.

1996

Bronze George Geer USFS Angeles NF Region 5/California

Developed a interagency wildland fire prevention program at the California Sate Special Olympics. He has 

spread Smokey's message to countless Special Olympians at events throughout the State and throughout the 

year.  He is contacted by other States to help them develop a similar fire prevention program.

1996
Bronze James E. Grant, Jr. Arkansas Forestry Commission Region 8/Arkansas Production of a video entitled "Wildfire-the Silent Danger" Involved in fire prevention in many ways for 20 years.

1996

Bronze John Jackson Florida Division of Forestry Region 8/Florida

Has worked on fire prevention education on several levels by designing materials for school age children and 

teaching firefighters about the Smokey Bear program. In 1993, he received a Clyde Award for his regional fire 

prevention efforts.

1996
Bronze Tara Johannsen Region 6/Oregon

She plays an instrumental role in the planning, organizing and execution of the annual Pacific Northwest 

Interagency Fire Cooperative Workshop.

1996

Bronze Kurt Pagel DNR Region 9/Wisconsin

Known as his Sate's "Mr. Fire Prevention." He has presented numerous fire prevention programs to school 

groups and written news releases and articles about wildland fire prevention and seasonal wildfire concerns.

1996
Bronze Philip Stromberg DNR Region 9/Wisconsin

Active in the legal aspects of fire prevention. His accomplishments include the reduction of illegal sales of 

fireworks and an excellent record of solving arson cases.

1996

Silver John Blayney DNR Region 9/Wisconsin

Organized a yearly distribution of grocery bags throughout WI, MI the carry the Great Lakes Forest Fire 

Compact's "Spring Fire Prevention Week" message. From 1980 to 1995, Blaynay also organized high schoolers 

into fire crews; many of these crew members are now State and national firefighters.

1996

Silver Knott’s Berry Farm Region 5/California

Park's daily stage presentation called "Smokey's Animal Friends" which visits southern California's classrooms 

as well. The Park's wilderness Nature Center has hands-on activities related to conservation education. They 

also have a Junior Ranger Program where participants learn about wildfire prevention methods such as low-

level fires.

1996

Silver Mike Long Florida State Region 8/Florida

Established a Southern Group of State Fire Chiefs where subsequent selection of fire prevention products have 

been distributed throughout the region and reduced the # of human caused fires in the southeast by 50%.

1996
Silver Minnesota Incident Command System Fire Prevention Committee Region 9/Minnesota

Award winning public service announcement and a float that travels to parades and festivals. In the future, the 

group will begin packaging some of their materials into learning kits for schools.

1996
Silver Pat Mullaney USDI/BLM Region 1/Montana

Initiated the first fire prevention activities ever held in eastern Montana. Assisted with the development of the 

National Department of the Interior Wildfire Prevention Orientation Guide.

1996

Silver Jim Sorenson USFS Region 8

Developed several programs that have contributed to the regions steady 7 year decline in human caused fires. 

He has directed several fire prevention idea contests and helped establish an annual regional fire prevention 

award program. Sorenson also worked on the 50 Years with SB" an award-winning video celebrating the golden 

anniversary of the SB Program.

1996

Gold Friends of Smokey Bear Balloon

Traveling the US and abroad the tour targets large audiences, particularly urban children and families. An 

estimated 9 million people have heard Smokey's message because of the FOSBB program. FOSBB also 

produces children's videos and in the future plans to publish fir prevention booklets and activity sheets for the 

same audience.

1995

Gold Rodney C. Kindlund USFS Region 5

Created Bilingual materials for Smokey Catalog, Developed SB Graphics Art Guide & Fire Prevention Clip Art,  

developed and was instrumental in "Keep it Country, Keep it Gree" Campaign, served as the interim program 

manager for National Prevention Activities from 1991-1993, provided support as the art director for the Smokey 

Program for 10 years, received a bronze award in 1986 

1995

Gold Patrick T. Durland BLM/DOI Region 5/California

Developed & Implemented modern prevention planning, worked with NWCG' s prevention education group 

developing national prevention education curriculum, driving force behind USDI' s "Meet the Wildfire Prevention 

Team" booklet & Fire Prevention POGs for children, facilitated production of a series of posters featuring 

Charles Russell's art as well as posters explaining fire's role in nature, received Bronze Smokey in 1985, 

1995 Bronze Edward Jacoby NEA Region 9/New York

1995

Silver Jeannette Hartog USFS Region 4

Served as chairperson of the Great Basin Fire Prevention Working Committee and developing and conducting 

GB interagency fire prevention workshops. Championed a well coordinated, highly visible SB 50th anniversary, 

both in her region and nationally. Initiated the adoption  of the Ignition Management Assessment Process in her 

Region.

1995
Silver Steven Frady Division of Forestry Region 4/Nevada

Developed the wildland fire hazard awareness program approved by OSHA for news media, current addition of 

"Wildfire Protection For Homeowners and Developers"



1995
Silver Nancy L. Porter USFS Region 5

Served as IC for California's Interagency Committee for Smokey's 50th and was regional coordinator for the 

National Anniversary. Developed numerous agreements with partners, developed the Advanced Fire 

Prevention: Integrating Fire Protection with Ecosystem Management."

1995

Silver Billy Jack Terry USFS Region 9

Served as the executive director of the Emmy award-winning children's video, "Smokey Visit." Responsible for 

fire training, State fire council development, and helped in administration of federal programs that benefit 

volunteer fire departments in 20 northeastern states. While working for the State of Texas, developed school 

broadcasts, statewide wildfire warning system, and community fire safety seminars.

1995
Bronze Kathy Sullen Division of Forestry Region 8/Florida

Performed numerous events as a fire prevention clown know as "Peaches". Helped to develop a puppet show 

on fire prevention for children, and organized an interagency effort to complete an arson wildfire prevention 

video for teens.

1995

Bronze Ed Jacoby

NY Department of  Enviro. Ed 

Conservation Region 9/New York

Arranged for SB to be the major attraction at the PRCA finals, made the initial contact for Smokey balloon to fly 

in the Macy's Thanksgiving parade, worked with Friends of SB to bring the SB hot air balloon to numerous 

festivals and helped bring about the NY State proclamation for August 6th 1994 to be "Smokey Bear Day in 

New York State."

1995
Bronze KOZI Radio Region 6/Washington

Provide accurate and timely coverage in times of crisis, most recently during the 1994 Chelen County Wildfire. 

Provide numerous public service announcements about forest fires and prevention

1995
Bronze KPQ Radio Region 6/Washington

Provide accurate and timely coverage in times of crisis, most recently during the 1994 Chelen County Wildfire. 

Provide numerous public service announcements about forest fires and prevention

1995

Bronze Lou Gugliotta

Division Chief of Jackson County 

Fire District Chief Region 6/Oregon

Driving force behind the Rogue Valley Fire Prevention Cooperative; developing a 6_1/2 acre exhibit on SB and 

fire prevention at the Jackson County Fair over the past 11 years, served ass the project coordinator for the 

Pacific Northwest region's version of the "fire safe" video, served on the SB 50th National committee and in 

1987-88 aided Mexico in developing a national fire prevention program.

1995

Bronze Eileen Machovina Division of Forestry Region 8/Florida

Lead fire prevention officer for the Hurricane Andrew Wildfire Prevention Project for 2 years. Developed 2 fire 

prevention videos that are shown in Florida, arranged for SB appearances with the Florida Marlins and Florida 

Panthers, also developed wildfire prevention exhibits at eh Dade County Youth Fair and the Miami Zoo.

1995
Bronze WYUO-WABI Radio Station Region 9/Maine

Has provided consistent coverage, including live broadcasts, of Maine Forest service- Fire Control Divisions' fire 

prevention events for a number of years, such as Forest Fire Awareness Week. Provides numerous interviews 

and public service announcements about fire prevention to the public.

1995
Bronze Rose Ann Edmonson Dept. of Conservation Region 9/Missouri

Coordinated fire prevention programs with 57 fire departments, worked with schools to schedule and conduct 

fire prevention programs, developed statewide children's prevention activity book, and participated in numerous 

activities during SB 50th anniversary.

1995

Bronze Arthur J. Yagel Division of Forestry Region 8/West Virginia

Organized annual fire prevention efforts with SB, including the Junior Ranger program, in 9 counties. Also 

helped develop a calendar featuring Smokey and Miss West Virginia, worked with Project Library, served as the 

State chair for SB50th Anniversary, and served as a member of the Middle Atlantic Fire Prevention Committee.

1995 Certificate Eileen Bethanis & Walter Jennings

1995 Certificate George Geer 

1995 Certificate Linda Strain

1995 Certificate Theresa Wheeler Region 5/California

1994 Bronze Dan Whittaker USFS Tahoe NF Region 5/California

1994 Bronze Beverly S. Stout Region 9/Indiana

1994 Bronze James T. Gowdy Region 9/New Jersey

1994 Bronze Jon Agner Region 6/Montana

1994 Bronze Fred Judd USDI/BLM Region 4/Idaho

1994 Bronze National Automobile Museum, Reno-NV Region 4/Nevada

1994 Bronze Manning, Salvage, and Lee Advertising Region 5/California

1994 Bronze Chuck Robinson USFS/ San Bernardino Region 5/California

1994 Bronze Tim Whitten Region 8/Alabama

1994 Bronze Jacob C. Bruckler Region 9/New Jersey

1994 Bronze Department of Agricultural Communications, Texas A&M Univ. Region 8/Texas

1994 Bronze Glen’s Market’s, Inc., Gaylord, MI Region 9/Michigan

1994 Bronze Jule Huffman Region 8/West Virginia

1994 Bronze WGME-TV, Channel 13 Region 9/Maine

1994 Bronze WMUR-TV, Channel 9 Region 9/New Hampshire

1994 Bronze WQCB-FM Radio (Q106.5) Region 9/Maine

1994 Silver Baltimore Orioles Baseball Team Region 9/Maryland

1994 Silver Alfred and Sylvia Grimes Region 9/New Hampshire

1994 Silver Images in Motion, Lee Armstrong and Kamela Portuges Region 5/California

1994 Silver Peter Carl Martin USFS Mt. Hood Region 6/Oregon

1994 Silver Wesley L. Wells Region 8/Georgia



1994 Gold Bill Clark USDI/NPS Washington Office

1994 Gold Elsie W. Cunningham USFS Washington Office

1994 Gold Donna M. Paananen USFS Region 9

1993 Bronze Ron and Sandra Glass Region 8/Alabama Teach fire prevention in their county

1993 Bronze George Alex Region 5/California Served on SB 50th Anniversary National Steering Committee

1993 Bronze Milt Williams Region 4/Idaho Teaching fire prevention to school children and scout groups.

1993 Bronze Patrick T. Durland

1993
Bronze WABI-TV Region 9/Maine

Efforts in educating the public about the dangers of forest fires and protecting Maine's most valuable resources - 

its' forest

1993 Bronze WLBZ-TV Region 9/Maine

1993 Bronze Jon Agner

1993 Bronze James Downie

1993 Bronze James T. Gowdy

1993 Bronze Fred Judd

1993 Bronze Manning, Salvage, and Lee Advertising

1993 Bronze National Automobile Museum, Reno-NV

1993 Bronze Chuck Robinson

1993 Bronze Beverly S. Stout

1993 Bronze Dan Whittaker

1993 Bronze Tim Whitten

1993 Silver Russell G. Johnson USFS Region 5/California Involvement in 40th & 50th SB Anniversary events.

1993

Gold Foote, Cone & Belding

Serving pro bono basis to support the cause of forest fire prevention. Has created all of the Smokey Bear public 

service announcements for the campaign since the program's beginning. Received 1st Golden Smokey in 1959.

1993 Gold The Advertising Council, Inc. Support of Smokey's 50th Celebration

1993 Gold Jack Elrod Designed 2 Smokey's 50th Sunday editions to the Mark Trail comic strip seen by millions.

1992 Bronze Pat Kidder

1992 Bronze William R. Baker

1992 Bronze Susan Benson

1992 Bronze Kroger Company

1992 Bronze Golden Eagles Hockey Club

1992 Silver Utah Jazz Basketball Organization

1992 Silver Gene Dowdy 

1991 Bronze Rebecca Cabe

1991 Bronze Florida Alert Association

1991 Bronze Joe Hughes

1991 Bronze Charles Schultz

1991 Bronze James Whitson

1991 Bronze Betty Sutton

1991 Bronze Richard Just

1991 Bronze James M. Dale

1991 Silver Oakland Athletics

1991 Silver San Diego Padres

1991 Silver California Angels

1991 Silver Sierra Front Wildfire Cooperators

1991 Silver Weyerhaeuser Corporation

1991
Gold Nelson/Weather-Rite Company

Affixed Smokey Bear image on the packaging of all company products and inserted literature into most outdoor 

products in support of the Junior Forest Ranger Program.

1991
Gold Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association

Spread Smokey's prevention message at rodeo events & activities, association with PRCA, Dodge/Chrysler 

donated a pickup and gooseneck trailer for Smokey Bear fire prevention activities.

1990 Bronze Maureen Brooks

1990 Bronze James D. Coats, RPE

1990 Bronze Dave W. Doughty

1990 Bronze Garland County Fire Prevention Cooperative

1990 Bronze Michael and Carla Godby

1990 Bronze New Jersey Outdoors

1990 Bronze Bruce Turbeville

1990 Bronze Jack P. Wengert

1990 Bronze William L. Pierce

1990 Gold Arthur Creelman

1989 Bronze Andrew Nadeau

1989 Bronze Wayne Brown



1989 Bronze WSET Channel 13

1989 Bronze Harold Mikel

1989 Bronze Dave Reinecke

1989 Bronze Jim Fisher

1989 Bronze Howard Thronson

1989 Bronze WSUS Radio & RV

1989 Bronze Sharon Torrence

1989 Bronze Lisa Cheisea

1989 Bronze Gene Dowdy

1989 Silver Loren Poore

1989 Gold John N. Graff

1988 Bronze Tom Hall

1988 Bronze Don Morton

1988 Bronze Gordon Rowley

1988 Bronze Lee "Rusty" Lafferty

1988 Bronze Beecher Colvin

1988 Bronze John Logan  Region 9/Maine News Media

1988 Bronze Lauderdale County Assoc. of Volunteer Fire Departments, Inc.

1988 Bronze Jonelle Moore

1988 Silver Frank P. Dorchak

1988 Silver Bentley Humphrey

1988 Silver Arthur Sutton

1988 Gold Cable News Network's Weather Channel

1988 Gold Del Hall

1987 Bronze Patsy Bisceglia

1987 Bronze California Federation of Women's Club, California Juniors

1987 Bronze Dean Carson

1987 Bronze Captain Kutz

1987 Bronze Missoula County Fire Protection Association

1987 Bronze Captain Jim Van Meter

1987 Bronze Edward F. Jacoby, Jr. 

1987 Bronze Al Murphy

1987 Silver Lori Shar

1987 Gold Harry R. "Punky" McClellan

1987 Gold William Keim

1987 Gold Nancy A. Budd

1986 Bronze Mike McGowan

1986 Bronze Betty Hite

1986 Bronze Bob Vogltance

1986 Bronze Beverely Stout

1986 Silver Maynard Stoddar

1986 Gold Joe Baker

1986 Gold James R. Miller

1985 Bronze Randy Biswell

1985 Bronze Richard H. Hamilton

1985 Bronze Division of Parks and Forestry

1985 Bronze South Carolina Network

1985 Bronze "Smokey and the Pros" (Group Award)

1985 Bronze Harry R. "Punky" McClellan (received Silver-1977, Golden-1987)

1985 Bronze Russ Johnson

1985 Bronze Rod Kindlund 

1985 Bronze Jack Wiest

1985 Silver Bill Bergoffen

1985 Silver John Pager

1985 Gold America's Outdoor Writers

1985 Gold USDA Pacific Southwest Region 

1985 Gold John Bethea

1984 Bronze Cablevision of Shreveport

1984 Bronze Keep Montana Green Association

1984 Silver Michael Marchese

1984 Silver Edwin Earl Rodger 

1984 Gold Boy Scouts of America



1983 Bronze Bud Garner

1983 Bronze Leo W. Wilson

1983 Bronze WTTV, Channel 4

1983 Bronze WTOU-TV, Channel 9

1983 Bronze WENH, Channel 11

1983 Bronze Duhammel Broadcasting

1983 Bronze Hugh Graham

1983 Bronze Ted Hopkins

1983 Bronze Mary Sue Topper

1983 Silver Jackson Weaver

1983 Silver Harry Rossoll

1982 Bronze Robert S. Jackson

1982 Bronze Nelson L. Peach

1982 Bronze Horace McQueen

1982 Bronze WSAZ-TV

1982 Silver Luigi W. DeBernardo

1982 Silver Max L. Doolittle

1982 Gold "Romper Room"

1981 Bronze Jack J. Cychosz

1981 Bronze Glatfelter Pulpwood Co

1981 Bronze Rep. Thomas L. Hazouri

1981 Bronze KELO-LAND TV

1981 Bronze Central Oregon Fire Prevention Cooperative

1981 Bronze Lloyd Simmons

1981 Bronze Southern Pacific Transportation Co.

1981 Bronze Tennessee Division of Forestry

1981 Silver Richard F. "Dick" Thomas

1981 Silver Earl Meyer

1981 Silver Rudy A. Andersen

1980 Bronze Arthur S. Brimrose

1980 Bronze Calvin L. Frink

1980 Bronze Paula Hanninen

1980 Bronze Dick Ray

1980 Bronze Southwest Lincoln County Fire Prevention Cooperative

1980 Bronze Texas State Radio Network

1980 Bronze Wanatchee World

1980 Silver Marvin E. Newell

1980 Silver Middle Atlantic Interstate Forest Fire Protection Compact

1980 Gold Canadian Forestry Association

1980 Gold City of Torrence, California and Torrence’s RoseFloat Association

1979 Bronze Gordon T. Rowley

1979 Bronze Roy G. Hatcher

1979 Bronze Bill Bell

1979 Bronze Myron E. Ostrowski

1979 Bronze Authur Briggs

1979 Bronze James T. Lennox

1979 Bronze R. Ben Kinsey

1979 Bronze Bobby H. McLand

1979 Bronze New Milford Volunteer Fire Company 2

1979 Bronze Paul H. Faubell

1979 Bronze George "Bud" Beachwood

1979 Silver David D. Devet

1979 Silver E. Feldman Corn

1979 Silver Richard T. Ford

1979 Gold California Department of Forestry

1978 Bronze Rogue Valley Prevention Cooperative

1978 Bronze Sam (Alice) Thulin

1978 Silver Merlin J. Dixon

1978 Silver Northwest Interagency Prevention Group (Oregon & Washington) Region 6/Oregon/Washington

1978 Gold Pennsylvania Bureau of Forestry

1977 Bronze Arthur N. Creelman

1977 Bronze Mary Ellen Hawkins



1977 Bronze Bentley Humphrey

1977 Bronze KSL Corporation

1977 Bronze Donald T. Westover

1977 Silver Edwin Loner

1977 Silver Harry R. "Punky" McClellen

1977 Silver Don K. Porter

1976 Bronze Anchorage School District

1976 Bronze Cocoa Junior Women's Club

1976 Bronze Bruce Ferguson

1976 Bronze Edward Jacoby 

1976 Bronze Fleming L. Pope

1976 Bronze Charles M. Smith

1976 Bronze Keep South Dakota Green Association

1976 Bronze Thomas L. Trahan

1976 Silver W. F. (Bill) Myring

1976 Gold James P. Felton Volunteer Advertising Coordinator for the CFFP Program

1976 Gold Virginia Division of Forestry

1975 Bronze "Bill" Laughinghouse & Channel 9 TV

1975 Bronze William T. Chapman

1975 Bronze Asher Kelly

1975 Bronze Bernard Klugow

1975 Bronze Fred R. Miller

1975 Bronze Edwin Earl Rodger Dept. of Forestry Region 9/Virginia

1975 Bronze J. L. Standford

1975 Bronze Roland Treubig

1975 Bronze Georgia Zappettini

1975 Silver Joe Delucchi

1975 Silver Richard Johnson

1975 Gold Macy's Department Store

1974 Bronze Gladys Buckelhaupt

1974 Bronze William Folkman

1974 Bronze John McMahon

1974 Bronze Robert Nelson

1974 Bronze Eugene C. Pulliam

1974 Bronze Stephen Sandfort

1974 Silver Richard J. Ernest

1974 Silver Curtis S. Nesheim

1973 Bronze Merlin J. Dixon

1973 Bronze John A. Henler

1973 Bronze Clarence Hilburn

1973 Bronze Edwin Loners

1973 Bronze George L. Porter

1973 Bronze Victor E. Sisson

1973 Bronze James C. Sorenson

1973 Bronze Ralph T. Wall

1973 Bronze Nancy Zwak

1973 Silver Malcolm E. Hardy

1973 Silver Alan B. Beaven

1972 Bronze Maurice B. Crosen So Cal Edison Company For his outstanding long-time support and promotion of fire prevention in California

1972 Bronze John B. Fortin USFS Region 4/Utah For his personal cooperation and dedication to forest fire prevention

1972 Bronze KCBS-AM Radio Station Region 5/California For the Station's continued interest and effort to inform the public on California's fire problems

1972
Bronze L. P. Mallory U.S. Weather Bureau Region 4/Utah For his outstanding work in the State and portions of the surrounding states on the fire prevention program

1972
Bronze Pocono Forestry Association Region 9/Pennsylvania

For promoting conservation in the Pocono Mountains, including fire prevention, reforestation, flood control, 

wildlife conservation, and public education

1972 Bronze Frederick W. Rungee BLM Region 10/Alaska For his support and promotion of forest fire prevention in an extraordinary efficient manner

1972 Bronze Dewey Schales Forestry Commission Region 8/Louisiana For a remarkable job in reducing fire occurrence in one of the worst incendiary areas in the world

1972 Silver Kenneth A. Burkholder BLM

1972 Gold Rudolph A. Wendelin, Illustrator, USDA

1971

Bronze Charles Crandall

Senior Locomotive Inspector-NY Bureau of Forest Fire Control, for his outstanding record of innovating, 

imaginative approaches to prevention railroad wayside fires and creating cooperation from among the railroad 

companies operating in New York. 



1971 Bronze Frank Craven Forestry Commission Region 8/Georgia For the many outstanding contributions to forest fire prevention made throughout his forestry career. 

1971
Bronze Joe Delucchi Fire Prevention Committee Region 5/California

California Fire Prevention Committee, for outstanding personal services to forest fire prevention over the past 

many years. 

1971
Bronze Loren B. Good Region 5/California

Redwood Region Conservation Council, for his personal dedication, initiative and devotion to forest fire 

prevention aimed at making the general public conscious of the need for forest fire prevention.

1971
Bronze Sam Hancock Region 9/Illinois

Correspondent, United Press International, For his cooperation and dedication to preventing forest fires all over 

the state of Illinois

1971
Bronze KRCR-TV, Channel 7 Region 5/California

For their outstanding interest in promoting a forest fire prevention consciousness within our public of northern 

California and southern Oregon areas of the Pacific Coast

1971
Bronze Fred Lovin Region 6/Washington

For making exceptional contributions to the cause of forest conservation and forest fire prevention in his area 

and for his outstanding personal dedication and activity. 

1971 Bronze George Murray BLM Region 10/Alaska For his outstanding efforts in the Anchorage District fire prevention program

1971

Bronze Peshtigo Fire Centennial Committee Region 9/Wisconsin

For the lasting fire prevention impact of the work of the Committee, distributed regionally and nationally through 

the mass media, and through the attention drawn to the Peshtigo fire disaster and its prevention meaning, 

resulting from the efforts of the committee

1971

Bronze The City of Revelstoke Canada

For their citizens' contribution to forest fire prevention by erecting the largest effigy of Smokey Bear in western 

Canada, which reaches not only Canadians traveling by the statue, but also the many visitors from the United 

States

1971 Silver Northeastern Forest Fire Protection Commission

1971 Silver Eugene F. McNamara Bureau of Forestry Region 9/Pennsylvania

1971 Gold Walt Disney Productions

1970
Bronze Walter T. Ahearn Forestry Commission Region 8/South Carolina

for his service and dedicated concern for the promotion of forest fire prevention materials and activities in the 

Southern region and nationally

1970
Bronze Thomas B. Borden State Forester Region 2/Colorado

For outstanding work through his organization on forest fire prevention and his contributions to the CFFP 

executive Committee from 1964 to 1968. 

1970

Bronze John C. Capell Region 6/Oregon

TV Staff Meteorologist for KGW-TV, for outstanding service and dedication in providing timely and accurate 

news coverage of fire-danger facts- alerting the outdoor recreation public to the appropriate degree of care 

while in the woods. 

1970 Bronze Franklin O. Carroll USFS Region 3/New Mexico for his zeal and effectiveness 

1970 Bronze John C. Capell Metro Forester, Forestry CommissionRegion 8/Georgia For his consistent and creative efforts above his normal workload in promoting forest fire prevention

1970

Bronze The Idaho Statesman Region 4/Idaho

A Daily Newspaper in Boise, for recognition of the excellent assistance and cooperation given to the forest fire 

prevention and the Keep Idaho Green Program through numerous newspaper articles and feature stories. 

1970
Bronze Paul R. Kramer Director Texan Forest Service Region 8/Texas

For his leadership as Chairman of the Southern Forest Fire Prevention Committee for the past leadership as 

Chairman of the Southern Forest Fire Prevention Committee 

1970 Bronze Jack McBride Dept. of Game, Fish, and Parks Region 2/South Dakota For his successful activities on behalf of fire prevention in South Dakota for the past 11 years. 

1970 Bronze Hunter T. Reynolds Forestry Commission Region 8/Alabama For an outstanding forest wildfire prevention record in his county and in each county where he has served. 

1970 Bronze Harry L. Rossoll USFS Region 8/Georgia For his zeal and effectiveness in promoting fire prevention in the southwest.

1970 Silver William W. Huber USFS Region 8/Georgia

1970 Silver Merle S. Lowden USFS Washington Office

1970 Silver Elmer S. Osterman Division of Forestry Region 5/California

1970 Gold Liller, Neal, Battle & Lindsay, Inc.

1969 Bronze Emmet R. Aston For 30 years of person to person prevention work in Omak and Okanogan School Districts

1969
Bronze Gilbert B. Doll USFS Region 4/Utah For 30 years of leadership in fire prevention work in the intermountain region states and the national forests. 

1969
Bronze Virgil Fite Region 9/Missouri Northern Specific Railway Company, For 24 years of innovative and effective work in preventing railroad fires

1969 Bronze Jalmar Johnson Associate Editor, Portland Oregonian, for timely and inspirational editorials on forest fire prevention

1969
Bronze William R. Ross Region 4/Utah

as "Fireman Frank" Ron Ross has made outstanding contributions to forest fire prevention in the Wasatch 

Front, Salt Lake Area

1969 Bronze Carl W. Smith Forestry Department Region 6/Oregon For an unusually aggressive and effective program to prevent railroad fires 

1969 Bronze Andrew F. Van Horn Keep California Green, for outstandingly effective forest fire prevention efforts over past 6 years

1969 Bronze Washington Forest Protection Association Region 6/Washington For sustained high-level efforts in forest fire prevention

1969 Silver Archer Smith Southeastern S&P Area Fire Chief

1969 Silver Francis Raymond State Forester Region 5/California

1969 Silver C. H. "Hux" Coulter State Forester Region 8/Florida

1969 Gold Philmont Scout Ranch and Explorer Base

1968 Bronze Alabama Forest Products Association For recognition of the organization's outstanding service to the State of Alabama in forest fire prevention.

1968 Bronze Rudy K. Anderson National Forest Region 2/South Dakota Black Hills National Forest, for outstanding work in forest fire prevention

1968
Bronze Crest Forest Fire District         of San Bernardino County Region 5/California

For a remarkably fine job in fire protection and fire prevention in numerous small mountain communities located 

with the San Bernardino National Forest. 

1968 Bronze Clyde A. "Skinny" Fite Region 8/Florida For outstanding contributions to conservation and forest fire prevention



1968
Bronze Wayne Leeman Region 9/Missouri

Staff correspondent of the St. Louis dispatch, for outstanding contributions to the fire prevention throughout the 

States of Missouri and Illinois.

1968
Bronze Phillip R. Lightner Dept. of Forests, Waters, Parks Region 9/Pennsylvania

Artist-Designer of the PA Dept. of Forest and Waters, for outstanding work in the area of developing fire 

prevention educational items

1968 Bronze David C. Phillips Region 2/Colorado Pike National Forest, for outstanding work in forest fire prevention

1968 Bronze Florida State Fireman’s Association For outstanding work, both on their own initiative and with the Florida Forest Service, in fire prevention

1968
Bronze Robert R. Radford Region 5/California

Past President of the Watershed Fire Council of Southern California- for distinguished contributions to the fire 

protection and fire prevention programs for California and through the nation. 

1968 Silver Barney Wozniak Region 4/Idaho Keep Idaho Green Program

1968 Silver Rudolph A. Wendelin Artist

1968 Silver James Q. Rikard USFS Division of Resources DevelopmentRegion 9/New Hampshire

1968 Gold "The Lassie Show"

1967 Bronze Harold S. Coons USFS Region 4/Utah

1967 Bronze William Goni Region 4/Nevada

1967 Bronze Oscar (Gladys) Hippe Region 1/Montana For outstanding activities in conducting forest fire prevention projects in Montana.

1967
Bronze Ollie L. Knotte Forestry Commission Region 8/Georgia

For outstanding contributions over the years in presenting so effectively, forest fire prevention and forest 

conservation messages.

1967 Bronze Oklahoma Department of Libraries, Special Services Branch Region 8/Oklahoma For outstanding promotion of a forest fire prevention program for blind children in Oklahoma and Arkansas

1967 Silver Albert K. Wiesendanger Region 6/Oregon Keep Oregon Green Association Inc. 

1967 Silver Clinton L. Davis USFS Washington Office

1967 Silver Raymond M. Connarr Forestry Commission Region 8/Mississippi

1967 Gold Fire Weather Service The U.S. Weather Bureau

1966 Bronze Bernell M. Calderwood Region 4/Utah KSL-TV, for donating time and services on television to forest fire prevention

1966 Bronze California Federation of Women's Clubs Region 5/California For outstanding service in forest fire prevention education

1966
Bronze J. O. Matlick Dept. of Natural Resources Region 8/Kentucky

Commissioner of the Department of Natural Resources, for dynamic and effective leadership in securing and 

enforcing forest fire protection legislation in Kentucky

1966
Bronze John F. Norlan Region 5/California

Art Instructor at Bullard High School- for outstanding efforts and contributions to forest fire prevention in the 

State of California 

1966
Bronze Roger Pusey 

The Desert News Staff Writer, for outstanding contributions towards the Forest Fire Prevention Program 

through newspaper articles and fire prevention camp signs.

1966 Bronze WMTV, Channel 9 Region 9/Michigan For outstanding service in the field of fire weather forecasting

1966 Gold Western Forestry and Conservation Association

1965 Bronze Oswald F. Casanova Region 9/Michigan For vigorous law enforcement of forest fire prevention laws resulting in marked reduction in railroad fires 

1965
Bronze Warren Chandler Region 2/Colorado

Announcer KLZ-TV, for extraordinary services in publicizing forest fire prevention and situations as a TV 

announcer

1965 Bronze Mary Lea Griggs Region 6/Washington Owner of Tomolla Tree Farm, for outstanding service in forest fire prevention education. 

1965 Bronze Texas Forestry Association Region 8/Texas For the promotion of a forest fire prevention program, "Keep Texas Green"

1965 Gold National Zoological Park, Washington, DC

1965 Gold Ideal Toy Corporation

1964 Bronze Idaho Junior Chamber of Commerce Region 4/Idaho For outstanding public service in forest fire prevention. 

1964

Bronze Earnest H. Linford Region 4/Utah

Editorial Writer at the Salt Lake City Tribune, for his editorials on forest fire prevention, conservation, and the 

beauty of American landscape. His editorials are widely read in Utah, western Wyoming, southern Idaho, and 

western Nevada. Thus, his fire prevention efforts are effective throughout most of the intermountain region. 

1964
Bronze Mississippi Forestry Association Region 8/Mississippi

For outstanding service to forest fire prevention in the State of Mississippi through an Association sponsored 

forest fire reward program. 

1964
Bronze Sessions S. "Buck" Wheeler Region 9/New York

For his efforts in rendering a great service to the forest fire prevention program in the State of Nevada (through 

his efforts the fire prevention program is carried through the school system of the State). 

1964 Gold Russell Z. Eller Volunteer Coordinator, CFFP

1964 Gold National Council of State Garden Clubs, Inc.

1963
Bronze Henry E. Norton Region 4/Nevada

For outstanding service in the development and promotion of Nevada Division of Forestry's forest fire 

prevention programs, and as a member of the Nevada Board of Forestry and Fire control since 1995. 

1963
Bronze Salt Lake City Junior League Region 4/Utah

For outstanding service to the cause of conservation and and fire prevention, particularly the past two years, 

through the educational TV program series 7 Sunny Street.

1963

Bronze Seaboard Air Line Railroad Region 9/Virginia

For outstanding public service in forest fire prevention through such projects and media as a forestry exhibit 

train, their "Forestry Bulletin" dining car menus, posters, a farm youth forestry program, recognition of FFA 

forestry winners, and addresses to more than 800 diversified groups. 

1963 Gold General Federation of Women's Clubs

1963 Gold Native Sons and Daughters of the Golden West

1962
Bronze Custer Volunteer Fire Department Region 2/South Dakota

For outstanding forest fire prevention work over a period of several years, with statewide scope and effect, 

resulting in reduced losses from man-caused fires in the State. 



1962

Bronze Don Dedera, Columnist Region 3/Arizona

Arizona Republic Newspaper, Phoenix, Arizona- for keeping the people of Arizona conscious of the damage 

done to their State by forest fires through a series of eye-witness newspaper columns and magazine articles. 

1962 Bronze Great Northern Paper Company Region 9/Maine For outstanding public service in fire prevention in 1961-62

1962

Bronze Liller, Neal, Battle and Lindsay, Inc. Region 8

For their contribution to forest fire prevention in the south through donation od time and talent in creating top-

quality specialized forest fire prevention materials over a period of years. This material her aroused heightened 

public concern about the waste of the South's forest resources by incendiary careless debris-burning fires, and 

has helped to create and atmosphere of public opinion  which alone can being about reaction of such fires to a 

tolerable level. 

1962

Bronze Mr. X. L. Peulluer Florida Board of Forestry Region 8/Florida

Vice President, St. Augustin National bans- for his leadership on the Florida board of Forestry, Florida Banker's 

Association Forestry Committee, and as a Director of the American Forestry Association contribute to the 

organization and extension of forest fire prevention and protection in the native State. Through his vigor and 

persistence, the work of the State and Federal fire control agencies in Florida has been made easier and more 

effective. 

1962 Gold Society of American Foresters

1962 Gold National Education Association

1960 Gold National Association of Transit Advertising, Inc.

1959 Gold United States Postal Service

1959
Gold Newspapers of America

National Editorial Association, Newspaper Advertising Executives Association, American Newspaper Publishers 

Association

1959 Gold Foote, Cone, and Belding

1958 Gold The Radio and Television Broadcasters of America

1957 Gold The Children of America (Judy Bell)

1957 Gold American Forest Products Institute

1957 Gold American Forestry Association

1957 Gold The Advertising Council, Inc.


