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All the accomplishments presented in tiigghlights Reporare the result of the

dedicated and professional work of the staff of the lllinois Department of Natural
Resources (IDNR) Forestry Division, working in collaboration with the many allied
forestry and conservation organizations ttsrve orthe lllinois Forestry

Development Council (IFDC). Each IDNR Forestry Division staff member, and each
IFDC member representative, has contribuggghificanty to advancing the goals of

the State Forest Action Plan which are highlighted in this Repdlrbfthese

individuals are acknowledged, with gratitude, for the energy, expertise, and effort
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many accomplishments they have made possible highlighted in this Report.

In addition, none of these accomplishments could have been achieved without the
support and guidance provided by the USDA Forest Service Program Specialists and
Grants and Agreements Staff in the Eastern Region State, Private and Tribal Forestry
Regional and Field Offices. In addition, the IDNR Forestry Division expresses its thank:
to the multiple conservation organizations we have worked with on various forest
conservation projects, the thousands of private woodland owners and community
partners in the state that are managing their woodlands and community tree
resources, for the contributions of forest industry that provides significant economic
benefit to the state, and for the many fire departments and other federal, state and
local government agencies and that work in concert with the Forestry Division to
conserve and protect the states forest resources

The Forestry Division is also very thankful for the support it receives from the IDNR
Executive Team and from all the various other IDNR Offices and Divisions that we
partner with to advance forest conservation in the state. Finally, we would like to

recognize three individuals by name: Mike Brunk, Urban and Community

Forestry Program Manager, whas primarily responsible for authoring the
ILLINOIS 20202030 Statd~orest ActiorPlan; Tom Gargrave, retired Forestry Division
Chief, who was responsible for spearheading most of the accomplishments
listedin this Report;and Jenny Lesko, District Forester, who served as the
Forest Action Plan Liaison for the IDN&testry Division in the Northeast
Midwest State Foresters Alliance (NMSFA) Planning Committee.

DEPARTMENT OF -- Kenneth Jolly, Forestry Division Chief / lllinois State Forester

NATURAL 2
RESOURCES




CONTENTS

ILLINOIS STATE FOREST ACTION PLAN
HIGHLIGHTS REPORT 20262025

Ht OYs G WI NUJGUJUqt LiBBBBBBBBBBBBBBE
f2 AW[YI Wtql! W?R2Rt RYUWX T 131+ 6

-

m

f Uql YT eAqRYUWIUIBBEBEBEBBEBEBBBBBBBBBSB
[ YI Ut qWEQqWs¢l It 6RGLILIBBBBBBBBBBB

m

m

[ YI Ut qWx JN¢H! WUl BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
Ol HeUWe UT wovYaddeURq! W[ YI 3t ql ! Wse B

m

[ YI Ut qlc J¢c G qdéllllBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBE
[ RI JW~c¢Uc¢NUaGWUqWe UT WAl YaqUrqRYULWL
[ YI Ut quWOgqRIRACqRYULILIBBBBBBBBBBSBE
EqcaqlJW[ YI Jt aqqft Wl BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBE
~¢t YOWN!I 3w 21+ 11! WllBeBBBBBEBBBBE
9YUt Ul 2¢cqRYUWET eA¢ qRYULWLWBBBBBBBE

ILLINOIS

DEPARTMENT OF

NATURAL 3
RESOURCES




IDNR FORESTRY DIVISION
LEADERSHIP TEAM

) | i ' ™

Kenneth Jolly Holly Smith, Dave Horvath, Gale Rampley
State Forester Mason Tree Nursery

Ben Snyder Fredric Mille
Fire Manager ForestHealth

i«m \
Wade Bloemer Jim Tresouthick Adrian Walker
RegionaForester Regional Forester GrantAdministrator

ILLINOIS EEREET

STEWARDSHIP

o PhotoUnavailabé
DEPARTMENT OF Suzanne GriffittsKyle Burkwald ChrisWhittom

NATURAL Forest UtilizationTimber Buyet.icensin - 4
RESOURCES y g ForestStewardship



INTRODUCTION

The 20262030 lllinois State Forest Action Plan (IL SFAP) was developed within a
national framework designed to address three UStokest Service National Priorities
for the nation's forests.Toachie\e each of the three National Priorities, specific State
and Private Forestry (SPF) National Objectives have been developedatidnal
strategicforestry planning frameworks shown below:

X

X

National Priority 2 Protect Forests from Threats

SPF Objective 1.1. Identify and conserve high priority fore
ecosystems and landscapes.
SPF Objective 1.2. Actively and sustainably manage fores

X

National Priority 3 Enhance Public Benefits from Trees and Forests

SPF Objective 2.1. Restore-fagapted lands and reduce
risk of wildfire impacts.

SPF Objective 2.2. ldentify, manage, and reduce threats t
forest and ecosystem health.

X

ILLINOIS

SPF Objective 3.1. Protect and enhance water quality anc
quantity.

SPF Objective 3.2. Improve air quality and conserve ener
SPF Objective 3.3. Assist communities in planning for anc
reducing forest health risks.

SPF Objective 3.4. Maintain and enhance the economic
benefits and values of trees and forests.

SPF Objective 3.5. Protect, conserve, and enhance wildlife

and fish habitat.

SPF Objective 3.6. Connect people to trees and forests;
engage them in environmental stewardship activities.

SPF Objective 3.7. Manage trees and forests to mitigate &
adapt to global climate change.

National Priority 1 Conserve and Manage Working Forest Landscapes
for Multiple Valuesand Uses

st

S

D
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The 20262030 lllinois State Forest Action Plan (IL Sk&Rglopedwithin the national
strategic forestry planninffameworkof three National Priorities and eleven State and
Private Forestry (SPF) Objectives, identified seven primary threats impacting lllinois
forest resources, along with seven corresponding Forest Resource Strategies to addres:
the identified threats. All seven IL SFtRategiedisted belowconnect back directly to

the National Priorities and SPF Objectives on the previous page.

IL SFAP Strateqgy JAssess, Plan and Prepare for Gdickory and other
Hardwood Forest Resiliency.
x Implemented via Actions A through R, Page 51, IL SFAP

IL SFAP Strateqy Bave Existing and Create More Forest Blocks of 500 Acrgs
or Greater.
x Implemented via Actions A through |, Page-52, IL SFAP

IL SFAP _Strateqy Mitigate Forest Health threats.
x Implemented via Actions A through H, Page 52, IL SFAP

IL SFAP _Strateqy 4Hire more Forestry Professionals.
x Implemented via Actions A through J, Page52, IL SFAP

IL SFAP Strateqy Sstatewide Focus on lllinois Forest Industry.
x Implemented via Actions A through |, Page 53, IL SFAP

IL SFAP Strateqy @&Expand Urban and Community Forests and Forestry.
x Implemented via Actions A through |, Page 54, detailed in Exhibit
A, Pages 597, IL SFAP

IL SFAP Strategy Realize Other Unmet Critical Forest Resource Needs.
x Implemented via Actions A through H, Page 54, IL SFAP

ILLINOIS The purpose of this Report is to highlight selected accomplishments
over the past five years (202D25) that directly link to the seven IL
SFAP Strategies listed above, and the multiple Actions developed to
advance these Strategidsat are listed in the2020-2030 lllinois

State Forest Action Plan (IL SFARehighlightedaccomplishments

are groupedby State andPrivateCooperativa-orestryProgramArea

P EPARTMA! for easeof presentation
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FOREST STEWARDSHIP

Forest Stewardship Highlight #1Continued growth of acres under active forest
management, reaching a milestone of over 600,000 acres of private woodland under
active Forest Management Plans. (Strategy 1, 2, 3).

The lllinois Forest Stewardship program has continued to experience
highlypositive growthover the past five years. The number of private
woodland owners participating in the Program increased by an

additional 859 properties, and an additional 60,000 acres of new
woodland was enrolled. This represents a 9% increase in enrollment
participants and a 10% increase in acres enrolled. At the end of 2025, the
Forest Stewardship program, known as the Forest Development Act
(FDA) in Illinois, encompassed 10,481 woodland properties covering
602,552 acresThese welmanaged woodland acres provide clean air,
clean water, diverse wildlife habitat, refuge for threatened and
endangered species, and sustainable forest products for the benefit of all
citizens in the state.

ILLINOIS

IDNR District Forester assisting a Private Woodland Owner
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Forest Stewardship Highlight #2DNR Forestry Division 1&arts state administered
forestry CostShare Program for the first time in a decade. (Strategy 1E, 1F, 2, 3).

The accomplishment of this |
goal was specifically targeted |
in the ILSFARStrategiesLE
and 1P, and was a major
success directlinkedto the
ActionPlan. Funding to
support the accomplishment
of this Strategic Goal came |
through a USD#Aorest Service
Inflation Reduction Act (IRA)
Forest Landowner Support
Grant and stategenerated
revenue from the Timber :
Buyer Licerisg Act. Known as §
the Forest Development Act
(FDAXostShareProgram, the
Programhadbeen dormant for alecadedue to budget reductionsTheForestry
Division invested two years of preparation testart the Program, completing a
comprehensive update to the Administrative Rules that govern the Program,
revising program parameters and cestare basecost levels, coordinating

priority practices with the lllinois Forestry Development Council, and announcing
the availability of cosshare funds through multiple forestry stakeholders. The
rollout of the Program has been hugely successful, with over $1.7 Million in cost
share funds allocated at the time of this Report.

Forest Stewardship Highlight #3fechnical forestry assistance provided
to landowners through federaktate forest conservation program
ILLINOIS partnerships. (Strategy 1, 2, 3).

The IDNR Forestry Division continuecdtmdud an extremely
large number of technical forestry assistance visits to landowners
participating in forestry practices administered through the Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and theSeavie

A FSA). During the fi [ his R
AR gency(FSA). During the fiweear period covered by this Report,
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ILLINOIS practice certifications and inspections for§#+}

the IDNR Forestry Division assisted over 17,000 landowners participating in the
NRCS Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP) through phone
consultations, initial property visits, reviewing and writing forest management
plans, and performing inspections for implemented forest practices on
approximately 329,000 acres.

USDA 0 N RCS

Natural Resources Conservation Service FARM SERVICE AGENCY

In addition, the IDNR Forestry Division provided technical forestry assistance to
4,500 landowners enrolled in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
administered by FSA during the 262025time period Assistance was provided

in connection to 15 distinctive CRBproved practices on 63,500 acres. Services
provided included determination of needs, plan development for each practice,
supervising installation of the practice, certification of compliance as prerequisite
for payment, furnishing technical assistance to appliasrneeded and checking

on practice maintenance during iife span.

A significantcomponentof this
accomplishmentvascreaing
a 3year Intergovernmental
Agreement (IGA) with the Illinois
Natural History Survey (INHS) to employ six ,- 8
Forest Ecologists who assisted in promoting ':"
implementing NRCS forestry programs. Primgs
activities included conservation planning,
practice design, practice implementation and
practice verification. Through this partnership :
over 3,600 consultations with private
landowners were conducted, 2,425

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS URBANA-CHAMPAIGN
Prairie Research Institute

Illinois Natural History Survey

e A e

!
o P i
e et e

CRP were conducted, 600 tree planting ;7. :
plans were developed, and over 300 |
Forestry Management Plans and =
Prescribed Burning Plans were developegs i
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Forest Stewardship Highlight #42roductive partnership with IDNR Private Lands
Section to deliver forestry services to landowners participating in Conservation
Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) and lllinois Recreational Access Program
(IRAP). (Strategy 1M, 1N, 2C).

The IDNR Forestry Division works
in concert with the IDNR Private
Lands Section to implement the
Conservation Reserve
Enhancement Program (CREP)
within the lllinois and Kaskaskia
River Watersheds. This partnersh
has resulted in over 90,000 acres
protected and conserved in the
state, encompassing 20,000 acres
of forests.

The IDNR Forestry Division also
supports the IDNR Private Lands
Section in delivery of the lllinois
Recreational Access Program. Thill e
program leases 25,0680,000
acres of privatelwwned land “liﬂOiS Congeruation Reserve Enhancement Program
annually to provide public

implements a variety of forestry

recreational accesand also
and habitat management activities /0\“
such as prescribed burns, invasive
species control, and tree planting
projects.

ILLINOIS
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Forest Stewardship Highlights: Extensive support provided to Southern lllinois Oak
Ecosystem Restoration Resource Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP). (Strategy
1A, 1M).

The IDNR Forestry Division provided extensive professional support in a multi
@SEFN) LI NIYSNARKALI gAGK bw/ {2 {KILetySS
the Sun Shinéné€ organizationand multiple other partners to promote a suite of
active forest management activities to improve oak regeneration in southern
LEtAYy2Aaa0 t NA2NRAGE | NBla OFffSR acCz2

FSC Development
«  Atleast 7,000 acres of & % ’

contiguous forest .
Interface of private and public dn o | R o A %

land 7 B R & [ e ]
Consist of high-quality 7 A7 N G Shawnee

Resource, Conservation

biological resources & Development

» Rare, threatened and ‘jf N v s LET THE SUN SHINE IN
endangered plant/animal 1)) ST e
species
[llinois Natural Area
Inventory sites
Biologically significant
streams

and outreach efforts includingublished materials, holding local workshops, and
establishing forest demonstration areas were conducted to raise awareness of
declining oak ecosystems in the southern lllinois region. Financial and technical
resources were made available to encourage landowners to engage in restoration
projects, including $770,000 for forest stand improvement and-native

invasive species control. Over 760 acres of these restoration projects were
accomplished. Increased use of Prescribed Fire was also part of the project.

Forestry for the Birds

Pocket Guide for Landowners in Illinois and the Central Hardwoods Region

2,000 copies of
AForestry
Birdso Pocket®
printed and distributed -

/)
/v.

ILLINOIS

to private landowners,
conservation
organizations, and
educational
institutions
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Forest Stewardship Highlight6: Multiple important forestry projects funded across
the state through the lllinois Forestry Development Council (IFDC) S@ralhts
Program, in partnership with IDNR Forestry Divisig8trategy7B).

Eachyear,the lllinois Forestry Development Council (IFDC), in partnership with
the IDNR Forestry Division, solicits Project Proposals fdr t6eb Sm@lGrants
Program, and each year, 6 to 8 Projects are selected for funding. A requirement
of the Project Proposals is that they must help achieve the goals of the IL SFAP.
Acceptal Projects cover a wide variety of program areas; however, most connect
very closely to the Forest Stewardship Program. Projects that have been funded
include tree planting initiatives, Field Day events for woodland owners, oak
savanna restoration, restorative forestry on pasined lands, engaging forestry
consultants for management plans, promotion of the Forest Stewardship Program
by partner conservation organizations, and printing of various forest
management publications on topics such as invasive plant control. This Program
provides a unique opportunity to engage with a wide variety of conservation
organizations across the state that implement multiple beneficial and creative
Forest Stewardship projects each year to advance the goals of the IL SFAP.

S , { TreePlantings conducted
ILLINOIS K- 0 UL o/ : ¢ ¥ by the Association of

Illinois Soil and Water
Districts and lllinois 4H
funded via IFDC Small

Grants Program
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FOREST LEGACY

Forest Legacy Highlight #1Jpdated Forest Legacy
Assessment of Need. (Strategy 2).

As part of the 5/ear IL SFAP Review and Revision
process, the IDNR Forestry Division updated the 20
Forest Legacy Assessment of Need (AON) docume
(Exhibit B in the IL SFAP). No substantive or
programmatic changes were maderimary changes
to the AON consisted of updating some of the

underlying forest data, improving the aesthetics, ant
removing outdated contents in the appendices. CONSERVATION LAND

Forest Legacy Highlight #Zontinued successful monitoring of Forest Legacy
conservation easements. (Strategy 2).

The Forest Legacy Program is a perpetual conservation easement program with
conservation easements held by the USEkestServiceand enrolled properties
being monitored and administered by the state. lllinois has 10 Forest Legacy
properties covering 558 acres. The IDNR Forestry Division conducts the required
annual easement monitoring and cooperates with the U&Drest Service on all
programmatic actions necessary.

ILLINOIS

DEPARTMENT OF
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URBANAND COMMUNITY

FORESTRY

Urban and Community Forestry Highlight #1ipdated

Urban Forest Strategic-¥ear Plan Agenda 2023030
(ExhibitAin lllinois State Forest Action Plan). (Strategy ¢

As part of the 5y/ear IL SFAP Review and Revision
process, the IDNR Forestry Division updated its Urbe
and Community Forestry (UCF) Strategic Plan (Exhik
Ain the IL SFAP). The UCF Strategic Plan in the init
IL SFAP was a fiyear plan (2022025), and the

20252030 UCF update was planned and scheduled i Urban"and Commuynity

part of the overall IL SFAR/Bar Review Proces3.he
revised plan encompasses ten updated Strategic

Forestry

Goals purposely aligned wittthe National Urban and Community Forestry
AdvisoryCouncil Action Plan Goals, and places an emphasis on growing urban

canopy and motivating communities to adopt sustainable forest practices such as
planting more trees than the community removes in a rollinge&r window.

ILLINOIS

DEPARTMENT OF

NATURAL
RESOURCES

Updated Urban Forest Strategiy®ar Plan Agenda 2023030

Exhibit A

Urban Forest Strategic 5-Year Plan Agenda 2025-2030
Expanding Urban and Community Forests and Forestry

1.0 Improve and Expand Forest Composition and Health

1.1 Improve understanding and assessment of the Illinois Urban
Forest—State and Local

1.1.1 Conduct state, regional, and local urban forest assessments
through local inventory work, and canopy studies using
geographic information systems (GIS), LIDAR, or other
technology to understand tree health, species matrix, age
classifications, locations, planting opportunities, and their
changes over time. Make this information accessible to state,
regional, and local forestry managers and individuals to develop
a strategy for managing, planting, and protecting the urban forest
at all scales. Incorporate and utilize cloud-based technology for
information sharing.

1.1.2 Identify key areas in the state where canopy enhancement is
needed. Prioritize support and assistance in underserved and or
disadvantaged populations.

1.1.3 Work with local communities and landowners to
complete/update tree inventories and seek to include such data as
GIS locations, condition, species, size, tree maintenance needs
and potential planting spaces.

1.1.7 Provide education and support for the eradication and
management of exotic invasive species.

1.1.8 Encourage education focusing on the benefits of native
species.

1.1.9 Support ongoing dissemination of information on the
differences, benefits and drawbacks of planting and growing
cxotics, natives, cultivars, nativars and invasives. And support
the progression of understanding the positive and detrimental
connections between trees and climate change to help enhance
forest and community resilience.

1.2 Enhance the Urban Forest Canopy

1.2.1 Increase opportunities to integrate trees as part of green
infrastructure and natural climate solutions in the replacement or
augmentation of gray infrastructure to:

* Reduce fragmentation of forest canopy.

* Improve climate and environmental conditions.

e Provide habitat. Support on-the-ground removal of
mmpervious surfaces and replacement with nature-based
solutions — including trees.

1.2.2 Utilize tree inventories and other data to improve
understanding and management of species diversity, age
diversity, tree risks, and the value and importance of establishing
regular maintenance. manaoement. and nlanting strategies.

14



Urban and Community Forestry Highlight #Focused effort on growing the Tree City
USA Program and expanding the impact of the Urban and Community Forestry
Program across the state. (Strategy 6).

The IDNR Forestry Division has been a national leader in rapidly expanding the
ail paSicpationAy 0KS DblFadAz2ylf ! ND2NJ 5F& C2dz
Over thepast five years the number of Tree City USA communities has grown from
170 to 214, the second highest participation in the nation. Even more impressive is
involvement in the Tree City USA Growth Award. lllinois now leads the nation in
Growth Award Communities, with 108 Communities having achieved this
recognition, up from 24 five years ago. The UCF Program works with over 500
communities and directly impacts 10+ Millisgsidents across thstate every year.

Tree City USA in Illinois

@ 2024 Tree City USA Summary

Tree City

lHlinois

PR Arbor Day
@' Foundation

49 214

Longsst renogrized Tree City USA communities

community

49,358 o
Trees planted 62 /0
$19 of state living in a Tree City USA

spent per capita

et 14,466

33 Volunteer hours

Longest Growth Award

P $151,621,326

ILLINOIS Tree Campus Higher Total spent on community forestry

Education Campuses

2 , : ‘A,

$:2
1§
: o | : Ty
Tree Line USA Utilities | . 4
Arbor Day @
Foundation.
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Urban and Community Forestry Highlight8: Createdan all-volunteer Urban Forest
Strike Teamof CertifiedArborist Professionalsable to respond to storm events or
other urgent situations and perform rapid treassessments for emergency and
urgent maintenance needs(Strategy 6).

Stormeventscancreatecatastrophicandwidespreadmpactsto urban canopies,

and the IDNR Forest Division, in partnership with the Illinois Arborist Association and
other tree care industry leaders, haeeeatedan all-volunteer Strike Team of

Certified Arborists that can quickly deploy to impacted communities and provide
public works officials with eaggp-understand assessment reports that help to focus

on immediatemaintenanceneedsfrom take-downsto lessdrastictree caresteps.
Deployments have averaged about one per year, and have also included targeted
Park Assessments.

Priority Level Description Number of Trees
Prio gatio Remove dR gho = 0
Priority 2 Mitigation = Prune and Risk = High or Extreme 61
Priorty3 | Mitigation = Remove and Risk = Low or Moderate 70
Priority 4 Mitigation = Prune and Risk = Low or Moderate 119
Priorty 5 All Inspections 120
Proirty 6 No Action Recommended / Monitor 35

Risk Rating

ILLINOIS
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Urban and Community Forestry Highlight #fevelopment of practical tools,
including a Tree Protection Ordinance Builder and a Request for Proposals (RFP)
Toolkit, for local government agencies to utilize to build and mange their local
community forestry programs. (Strategy 6).

The IDNRForestry Division, in partnership with the Morton Arboretum and the
| KAOF32 wS3IA2y ¢NBSE AYyAUAlIGADBSET RSOSE
can be utilized by local governments with small staffing levels and limited UCF
knowledge to create and administer local Community Forestry Programs. Since a
tree protection ordinance is an essential requirement for a community forestry
LINEANI YSE |y 2yEAYyS (22t SYyOuGAdGt SR auHmal
Entry] S@St / 2YLRYySydaé ¢Fa ONBIFIGSR G2 3d:
incorporating the three basic Ordinance requirements and providing information
O2@SNAY3I My hNRAYIFIYOS G2LAO I NBFao Ly
2NAGS | wSljdzSad F2NIt NRLRalta F2NI Ly |
created to communicate best practices and recommendations for procuring
LINEFSaaAzylf aSNBAOSE FT2NJ I O2YYdzyAle
sections in this online toolkit that provide an overview of common urban forestry
services that communitiesiaydecide tohire a contractor to complete, along with
key considerationdor hiring and templates to use in thq )

. : 21st Century Ordinance
procurement process. Other helpful information, suchi S SR STy,
as Community Tree Care Door hangers and Sdeidia S iyPa K@l
Plansfor UCRopics have also been developethd
posted online for local community useAdditionally,
severalPromotional items, such dsochures videos
andvideo clips have beetlevelopedto

ENHANCE

promotethe Tree City USprogram YOUR COMMUNITY
FOR GENERATIONS

TO COME :
/"‘

ILLINOIS

JOIN TREE CITY USA
IN ILLINOIS

Identifying what

DEPARTMENT OF makes trees great!
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Urban and Community Forestry Highlights: Working in partnership with the IDNR
Legislative Team, the Forestry Division successfully advanced and supported two
important UCF Legislative iten{Strategy 6).

The IDNRForestry Division, with the full support of IDNR Executive Leadership,
worked closely with the IDNR Legislative Team to advance two important pieces of
UCF Legislation. The first was an update to the 1996 Urban and Community Forestt
Assistance Act, which made several important statutory updates to guide the UCF
Program, and the second was the creation of a Legacy Tree Program Task Force. T
Task Force is charged with making recommendations for the establishment of a
statewide Legacy Tree Recognition Program to promote the identification,
awareness, commemoration, and preservation of significant trees in the State. Staff
support and leadership for the Task Force is being providing by the Forestry Division

lllinois Big Tree RegisteMagnolia acuminata
Springfield, lllinois.

ILLINOIS
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FORESTHEALMH

ForestHealth Highlight #1: Condut ForestHealth detection and monitoring surveys
on 4.4 million acres of noffederal public lands and private lands for serious forest
health insect pests and biotic and abiotic diseas(strategy3).

The Forest Health Prograsimplemented in partnership with the Morton
Arboretum, and engages in ggoing Forest Health Monitoring (FHM) data

collection using nationally standardized procedures to identify regional and
national forest health conditions in an unbiased and scientific manner. Methods
include Aerial Detection Surveys, typically covering 2.5 million acres annually, that
are conducted in late summer (Augtseptember) to look for diseased, dying and
dead trees resulting from insect pest and disease outbreaks. Fajogvound

truthing surveys are then conducted where warranted. Survey data is prepared,
summarized, and made available to the UStakest Service as part of national

and regional ForedtlealthMonitoring efforts.

ForestHealth Highlight #2: Corduct annual Exotic Bark Beetle and Wo&bring
Insect Surveys(Strategy3).

A primary target of this survey is thgalnut TwigBeetle (WTB), which is a vector
of the fungal disease known as Thousand Cankers Disease (TCD) WhICh k|IIs black
walnut. This pest is a major concern for lllinois due™=
to the economic importance of blaskalnut. |
While the WTB has not yet been found in lllinois,
recent confirmation of TCD in east central Indiang
has put heightened emphasis on monitoring for
this insect pest and the deadly disease it carries
black walnut. This annual statewide monitoring
effort is critical for early detection and
ILLINOIS  rapid response management strategias
the event thatWTB or TCD is detected in
lllinois.

Bark BeetleTrap

DEPARTMENT OF
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ForestHealthHighlight#3: An Oak Decline Research Project has been initiated to
better understand environmental and/or site variables that may contribute to oak
decline, and to identify which oomycetes are pathogenic and associated with
symptomatic trees.(Strategy3).

To date, over 400 white, northern red, bur, black, and swamp white oak tree sample:
have been taken at approximately 40 different sites statewide. Preliminary results
have revealed that more than 80% of the root samples taken from declining oak
species have tested positive for oomycete root infection. Currently DNA sequencing
IS in progress to determine genus and species of oomycetes infecting oak roots and
to determine if they are contributing to oak decline or just saprophytic.

ILLINOIS
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FIREMANAGEMENTAND
PROTECTIO

FireManagementand Protection Highlight #1: Implementedapproximately25,000
30,000acresof Prescriled Burnsannually for habitat enhancement, to promote oak
regeneration, and for hazard fuel reduction(Strategyl1A, 1B, 1

The IDNR Forestry Division, in coordination

with the Wildlife and Natural Heritage Divisionsé:
and the lllinois Nature Preserves Commission,|
is responsible for administration and oversight j§

efforts, including execution of the Certified
Burn Manager credentiaBurn Planaview and
approval, grmitting, policy, safety and
training, and leading burns. This program ha
grown to the point where approximately
30,000 acres of burns are implemented
annually. The IDNR Forest Division has also
supported increasing Prescribed Fire through
allied conservation organizations such as the §
Southern lllinois Prescribed Burn Association,
and through publieprivate crossboundary burn coordination with the Shawnee
National Forest, Shawnee Resource Conservation and Development, and other
conservation organizations.

HOME WHYFIRE HOWWEWORK CONTACT  MEMBER LOGIN

ILLINOIS

WHAT IS SIPBA?

We help landowners restore nati
wildlife habitat by provid
equipment, and the resour

conducting a safe prescribed fire

LEARN MORE
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FireManagement and Protection Highlight #2ncreasedoarticipation in national
interagencyfire suppressiomobilizations.(Strategy2, 3, 7.

During the 2022025 period of this Report, thH®NRForestryDivisionwas

successful in purchasing its first Type 6 Enginmegpond to instate wildfire

incidents. The Engine is also available to respond tepbatate wildfire incidents.
lllinois has always participated in national interagency fire mobilizatiotis

standard 26firefighter hand crews and Suppression Modules, but is now capable of
Engine mobilizations as well. Over the past three years, the IDNR Forestry Division
has supported the national wildfire suppression effort through approximately five
mobilizations annually, primarily to the western U.S. and neighboring Great Lakes
states.

—Wﬁl‘ll““ oo S S S e -

T

D
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Fire Management and Protection HighlighB: Increasedsupport to local Fire
Departments through Volunteer Fire Capacity Grants and the Federal Excess Property
Program (Strategy 2, 3, 7).

During2020-2025 the IDNR Forestry Divisientered into133 Memorandums of
Understanding with fire departments across the state to proader $1 Million in

Volunteer Fire Capacity (VFC) Grants. The small grants ($10,000 or less) issued
through this program with matching contributions

have leveraged over $2.1 million in local fire
department projects. The critical equipment
provided to rural fire departments through the
VFC has included protective clothing, equipme
such as skid/slqpn pumper units, portable tank
pumps, hose, couplings, nozzles, generators,
emergency lighting, groundcover tools,
radios and communications equipment. gz
Funds also have covered trainings and
certain costs associated with starting up [
new fire departments. The IDNR Forest/i
Division also administers the Federal
Excess Property Program (FEPP), whic i ‘
tracks over $5 million worth of federal P

surplus equipment on loan to fire FEPPVehiclesconvertednto
departments across the state. Wildland Fire Suppression Units

-
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Fire Management and Protection Highlight:
Ongoing FirePreventionactivities with
SmokeyBear. (Strategy 2, 3, 7).

The IDNR Forestry Division regularly
conducts numerous Fire Prevention
outreach efforts across the state.
Most notable are Smokey Bear
appearances at the State Fair with
the Governor, a Smokey Bear 80th
Birthday Celebration at the State
Fair, and Smokey Bear appearances
DEmETMET O A Chicago White Sox professional

NATURAL baseball games.
RESOURCES
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[llinois Governorl.B. Pritzker

with SmokeyBear
at theState Fair




Fire Management and Protection Highligh®: Providedextensivefire training to
internal IDNRstaff and external firefighters. (Strategy 2, 3, 7).

During 202€r025, the IDNR ForestBjivisiontrained between 300 and 400

personnel annually in a wide variety of wildland fire skills. Trainings ranged from
introductory S130 and S190 classes, annual safety refresher courses, and advanced
level leadership position trainings. Trainivgsre conducted through 7 to 10

structured trainings and field days each year, held across the state. In addition, IDNF
Forestry Division staff served as instructors at the Big Rivers Compact Wildfire
Academy, which serves four Millestern states and is open to attendees from
anywhere in the nation.
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FOREST UTILIZATION

Forest Utilization Highlight #1Updatedstate lawsoverseeing forest utilization and
Timber Buyer Licensing, creategw online Timber Buyer License registration and
harvest reporting and payment systemS{rategy4, 5).

The IDNR Forestiyivision working in partnership with the lllinois Forestry
Development Council (IFDC), forest industry stakeholders, the IDNR Office of Legal
Counsel and the lllinois Conservation Police, supported by IDNR Executive Leaderst
and the IDNR Legislative Team, expendeaignificaneamount of effort to update

and improve the Timber Buyers Licensing Act. The changes updated multiple aspec
of the law, including licensing requirements and harvegbrting metrics for volume
harvested by species, allowing the Forestry Division to better monitor this data.
Concurremn with updatingthe law, the ForestryDivisionconvered its existing Timber
BuyerLicensingegistration, reporting, and payment processes intooafine

system and created a new position ig
the Timber Buyer Program to
administer the new online system. ;
The new system is designed to maks ,,_:’\ i A

it much easier for Timber Buyers to [ T e
report and pay their harvest fees. It ' : "

also allows the IDNR Forestry Divisij

to compile statewide harvest data
(species, volume, and prices) much | D
easier, better track harvest locations

and produce statewide maps of
harvest locations each quarter. Per
the reported data, there are between

220-255 active Timber Buyeexross
the state, and approximately

ILLINOIS 2,4002,700 forest harvests are
conducted annually. Total
harvesting is in the range of 50
55 Million Board Feet each year.
The average reported harvest
value is between $20,000

DEPARTMENT oF $25,000.
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Forest Utilization Highligh#2: & w S Af Ys&ite industry priceinformation published
regularly and made available to all(Strategy 5).

The IDNR Forestry Divisimeteives wood pricing data on a regular basis and makes
this information freely available online to both Timber Buyers and Timber Growers
6622REFTYR 26y SNBUO MWMWoNBno28IIKrs Guiredyd Jdzb K A D | K
woodland owners understand current market prices for their timber. The Report
shows low, high, and average prices paid for stumpage and delivered logs, regular
sawtimber and veneer quality logs. Sawtimber values are provided for
approximately 20 of the most common commercial timber species across the state.
Veneerprices are shown for thg
three top veneer log species.
addition, this online publicatio
provides short articles covering
forest industry information,
timber sale announcements,
Key Price Indicators, and othe
timely forest marketing
information.

IDNR Division of Forest Resources

Wooden Dollars Quarterly

Stumpage Values from January 2023 to September 2025

Forest Utilization Highligh#3:
Updaed statewide Sawmill
Directory (Strategy 5).

The IDNR Forestfyivision in
partnership with the Illinois
Forestry Development Council (IFDC),
updated its statewide Sawmill Directory.
The Directory lists active sawmills by
County, and provides informatio
ILLINOIS onthe Company Name, Type of
Sawmill, Primary Products, and
Contact Information. While the
Directory does not provide a comprehensive list, as some Sawmills could not
be reached after multiple attempts, and some Sawmills elected not to be
included,a majority ofSawmills in the state are included, and the Directory

DEPARTMENT ofF Provides woodland owners with information on Sawmills close to their
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STATH-ORESH

StateForest Highlight#1: Increased management activities on Staf®rests, and
updating State Forest Management PlanStrategy1J, 10.

Overthe 20202025period,the IDNR Forestrpivisionhas taken a much more active
approach to State Forest management. Highlights includganng active forest
harvesting in aging and owstocked conifer stands, completing large scale
prescribed burns, and updating Forest Management Plans. Updated forest stand
inventories have been initiated on all State Forests, and a habitat improvement
project was initiated with a partner Conservation Organization on a State Forest.

ForestHarvest
atSandRidge
StateForest.
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