NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF STATE FORESTERS

Meeting the Wildfire Crisis with Critical State Capacity:
State Fire Assistance (SFA)

To fully and adequately fight fires and keep our homes and communities safe, the National
Association of State Foresters requests a total of $85 million for the State Fire Assistance (SFA)
Program for Fiscal Year (FY) 2026. With roots extending back to the Weeks Act of 1911, SFA is an
important federal mechanism for assisting states and local fire departments in responding to wildland
fires and in conducting land management activities that mitigate fire risk on non-federal lands.

It is imperative that Congress continues to fund the work of fighting fires on the ground.

As of April 2025, we have already seen more than 881,000 acres burned across the country with the
majority of our fire year, including the western fire season, still ahead of us. Inhibitive costs of
management leads to overgrown conditions that spreads wildfire faster and across ownerships.

SFA does what state dollars cannot do alone. The majority of state constitutions set a high bar for
spending state dollars on private land management. For example, not all landowners can afford the
requisite tree thinning needed to reduce hazardous fuels. SFA helps train state and local emergency
responders who are typically first to arrive at a wildland fire incident. The program is critical to equip
them with the tools, training and resources they need to put wildland fires out safely and efficiently.
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The localized support provided by
SFA is crucial as approximately 80
percent of wildland fires burn within
state and local fire department
jurisdictions. Even with wildland
fires on federal lands, SFA-supported
crews and apparatus are often the
first to arrive for initial attack.

The need for increased funding for
fire suppression on federal lands has
broad support. The need to increase
fire suppression funding for state and
private lands—where many fires that
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