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Urban and Community Forestry
Program Successes in Virginia
Preparing for Deployment During Disaster
The Virginia Department of Forestry's (VDOF) Urban and Community Forests branch works with
partners to train urban forestry response teams. In 2018, the agency led an Urban Forest Strike
Team mock-disaster exercise in Richmond for rapid tree risk assessment, which provided certified
arborists hands-on experience identifying the risks that storm-damaged trees pose to people and
property. This training, along with another recent training held for 11 Virginia Department of
Transportation staff arborists, helped communities across the commonwealth access federal
disaster resources.

Responding to Slow Threats
In the past year, the federal U&CF and Forest Health programs helped
VDOF’s field teams gain the necessary skills for working with
communities and individual homeowners in urban settings. This
assistance included arborist certification, as well as training and
support in pest and disease identification and specific treatment
strategies.
VDOF has 37 International Society of Arboriculture (ISA) Certified
Arborists on staff, which is more than any other state forestry agency
in the Southeast. In 2019, VDOF staff provided community forestry
related technical assistance to 130 communities across the
commonwealth.

McGuire Veterans Hospital
VDOF provided the original planting plan for the VA Hospital, a grant for
the tree planting efforts, and technical training for the veterans hired by
the Green Infrastructure Center (GIC) to plant and prune trees. After the
installation, the arboretum was dedicated by Congress to honor the
founder of the POW-MIA program, Phyllis E. Galanti.
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The Virginia Trees for Clean Water Program
Through the Virginia Trees for Clean Water (VTCW)
program, VDOF granted communities over $100,000 for tree
planting projects throughout the commonwealth in 2019.
With these grant funds—and over $250,000 in matching,
non-federal funds—Virginian communities planted 4,300
trees across the state, restored urban canopy in Winchester,
and reclaimed post-industrial sites along the James River.
VDOF provides technical assistance to all its grantees to
ensure the right trees are planted in the right places.

Richmond’s Low Line
Richmond’s Low Line stretches along the James River and
Kanawha Canal connecting Great Shiplock Park with
Richmond’s Canal Walk. Capital Trees, the City of Richmond,
and the CSX Corporation worked with VDOF to rehabilitate
the corridor between Dock Street and the canal, turning
what was severely neglected and overrun with invasive
plants into an urban oasis enjoyed by cyclists and
pedestrians, canal boat tourists, and local residents.

Invasive Species Management at Evergreen Cemetery
Throughout 2019, VDOF worked with the non-profit Enrichmond to restore a healthy tree canopy
and remove invasive plants in the Historic Evergreen Cemetery, a place of particular importance to
the African American community in Richmond.
The agency provided Enrichmond with a Community Forest Management Plan to assess existing
trees and vegetation and provide recommendations for invasive plant mitigation and tree
management. U&CF staff hope to maintain an on-going partnership with Enrichmond to manage
their urban forests.
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