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Urban and Community Forestry
Program Success in New Jersey

The USDA Forest Service's Urban and Community Forestry (UCF) Program helps support
state forestry agencies in their work to provide critical technical assistance for
establishing and managing urban forestry resources.

New Jersey’s Forest Action Plan identifies the Delaware River Watershed (DRW) as a
priority forest resource area for the state. The DRW provides drinking water for about 15
million people across Delaware, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania.

Urban and community forests are a critical component of the DRW absorbing rainfall and
snow melt, slowing stormwater runoff, recharging aquifers, sustaining stream flows, and
most importantly, filtering pollutants. In addition, these forests provide clean air, aesthetic
value for communities, and tree canopy which provides shade and habitat for wildlife.

New Jersey’s Urban and Community Forestry Program—in partnership with the NJ Tree
Foundation, Rutgers University Urban Forestry, and Water Resources Programs, and the
Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission—works with the communities of Camden,
Gloucester City, and Trenton to mitigate stormwater runoff with additional green
infrastructure, updated community forestry management plans, and best practices.

In FY20, the nation's state and territorial foresters recommend the UCF
Program be allocated $35 million to expand and preserve the wealth of
benefits provided by America’s most versatile natural capital: trees.

Contact: Policy Director Robyn Whitney at rwhitney@stateforesters.org
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