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Federal Budget Includes Critical Wildfire Funding as
Highlighted by Broad Partner Caucus

Federal Firefighting Money Runs Out; 97 Conservation, Recreation, Sportsmen,
Timber, and Wildlife Groups Request Better Approach in 2013 Continuing
Resolution

September 24, 2012 (Arlington, Virginia) — The federal accounts that fund 2012 wildfire
activities for the U.S. Forest Service ran dry this month, leaving the agencies to remove funding
from other important programs to cover wildfire costs. (The Federal continuing resolution budget
passed includes vitally needed funds for firefighting.)

The USDA Forest Service wildfire accounts were not sufficiently funded in the current FY 2012,
including suppression and the reserve account established under the FLAME (Federal Land
Assistance, Management, and Enhancement) Act of 2009.

In response an exceptionally broad representation of conservation, recreation, retired agency
personnel, sportsmen, timber, and wildlife groups- calling themselves the Fire Suppression
Funding Solutions Partner Caucus- submitted a coalition letter requesting $400 million in
emergency supplemental funding be directed to the US Forest Service FLAME account for 2012,
or provide reimbursement options that recover transferred funds from non-fire programs. The
Caucus further requested that 2013 appropriations are adjusted in the continuing resolution so
that wildfire suppression is at the 10-year average.

“Important USDA Forest Service programs can be and are significantly impacted by fire
transfers, including the Land and Water Conservation Fund, urban and community forestry,
roads and trail maintenance, wildlife, recreation” said George Leonard, Executive Director at
the National Association of Forest Service Retirees, “including the very programs that would
reduce wildfire risk, like State Fire Assistance and restoration. We should not be funding wildfire
at the expense of these programs.”

The Caucus is thankful to Chairman of the House Interior Committee Mike Simpson (R-ID) and
Ranking Member Jim Moran (D-VA) for their leadership in advancing this request and to both
chambers of Congress in maintaining provisions for suppression funding in H.J. Res. 117 the
Continuing Appropriations Resolution for 2013 (CR), which passed on September 22, 2012. The
CR reimburses the US Forest Service $400 million for the wildfire transfers and funds wildfire
suppression in FY'13 at levels closer to the 10-year average for suppression.
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“We greatly appreciate the support from Congress to repay non-fire programs in FY 12 and to
add suppression funds in preparation for FY13,” stated WV State Forester and NASF
President, Randy Dye. “We ask for continued commitment from Congress and the
Administration to maintain a sufficient balance in the FLAME reserves that are in addition to
funding suppression at the 10- year average so transfers from non-fire programs can be avoided
as we enter a future with more frequent and severe wildfires.”

Many factors contribute to the increase in wildfire frequency and severity, including changes in
climate, build-up of hazardous fuels, and increasing populations in the wildland urban interface.
This past summer reflects a decade-long trend of increased acreage burned by wildfires in the
United States. Between 1960 and1999 only once did more than 7 million acres burn in a single
year; since 2000 it has occurred eight times, including this year. The frequency and severity of
these wildfires require significant levels of funding at a time when the U.S. Forest Service
received significant reductions in the form of rescissions and insufficient funding.

“Wildfire must be appropriately funded and not at the expense of other agency programs. Of
course, we cannot forget to support the heroic efforts of our brave firefighters who work hard to
protect our communities, homes, and families”, said Laura McCarthy of The Nature
Conservancy, “it’s only responsible to ensure that they have the resources necessary to make
their work as safe as it possible.”

“In passing the FLAME Act, Congress intended to fully fund the USFS and DOT’s suppression
accounts while eliminating the need to transfer monies from other agency programs to fund
emergency wildfire suppression,” said Michael Goergen, Executive Vice President and CEO
of the Society of American Foresters, “the practice of transferring funds from non-fire
programs undermines the agencies’ abilities to help sustainably manage the nation’s forests that
are essential in delivering many important services including clean air and water, wildlife habitat
and many other important benefits that people highly value.”

“Besides the pleasure they give us, forests cover one-third of the United States,” said Rebecca
Turner of American Forests. “They store and filter half the nation’s water supply; provide jobs
to more than a million wood products workers; absorb nearly 20% of U.S. carbon emissions;
offer 650 million acres of recreational lands that generate well over $15 billion in economic
activity annually; and provide habitat for thousands of species across the country.”
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