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CONNECTING THE DOTS: National Forest Trends
Every Forest Action Plan was read and analyzed by forestry experts to stitch together a
national picture of America’s forests based on the major issues identified in each state
and territory’s action plan. What emerged were a number of trends affecting forests
across the U.S., with state- and region-specific strategies for addressing them.
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Investing in the Forest Action Plans to protect Forests:
Good for people and wildlife, now and into the future.
Who developed the Forest Action Plans?
Through the 2008 Farm Bill, Congress charged forestry agencies in

What kinds of strategies are in the Forest Action
Plans?

the states and U.S. territories with assessing the forests within their

The Forest Action Plans focus on all lands—state, private, tribal, and fed-

boundaries and developing strategies for addressing the threats they

eral—and identify strategies to target resources efficiently, especially in

face. State forestry agencies have a long history of working with land-

these tough economic times. The Forest Action Plans employ a variety

owners, conservation groups, industry and other state and federal

of tools for protecting and conserving forests and the benefits they pro-

partners to preserve, manage and protect the nation’s forests. They

vide to people, from quarantines related to invasive species, prescribed

drew on these partnerships, public input, and the expertise of forest-

fire, practices to reduce hazardous fuels buildup, to enhanced land-

ers and land managers to develop the Forest Action Plans, known

owner outreach and education on sound forestry practices. The plans

technically as Statewide Forest Resource Assessments and Strategies.

also identify data gaps--the information we need in order to improve
our understanding of the quantity and quality of forest resources, and

What other groups contributed to the plans?
Many states engaged in a wide-ranging stakeholder involvement process that included meetings, polls, surveys, and other outreach efforts
to state agencies, private landowners, tribes and indigenous peoples,

the risk and impact of forest threats to better decide which steps to take.
States also value and make significant use of programs under State &
Private Forestry in the USDA Forest Service, including Forest Health, Forest Stewardship, and Forest Legacy.

and other user groups. They also consulted existing resources such as
Community Wildfire Protection Plans, State Wildlife Action Plans, the

How do the Forest Action Plans track progress?

Forest Legacy Program and National Forest Land and Resource Man-

Assessing forest resources and engaging in strategic planning are not

agement Plans.

new for many states and territories. For others, the action plan process
presented an opportunity to revise their usual agency planning ap-

What do the Forest Action Plans say?
Each plan is unique to the forests and issues of its respective state or

proach. The Forest Action Plans will be formally updated every five years,
providing an ongoing window into the changes on the landscape.

territory. Some states identified the issues of greatest priority among all
lands, such as threats from invasive species, development or wildfire.

Action plans with an eye to the future.

Others identified priority areas with the greatest need, like the Chesa-

Forest Action Plans can guide us toward healthier and more resilient

peake Bay watershed in Maryland, the Black Hills of South Dakota, or

landscapes; better and more fire-adapted communities; improved habi-

the Appalachian region of Kentucky. Each Forest Action Plan reflects a

tat, air, and water quality; and a host of other public benefits derived

different set of local issues, management needs, and priorities, so no

from actively and sustainably managed forests. By addressing problems

two look alike. However, all plans are tackling three national priorities:

before they arrive, the action plans can save us money over the long

conserve working forests, protect forests from threats, and enhance

term. Taken together, they create – for the first time – a nationwide ap-

public benefits from trees and forests.

proach to protecting forests and their benefits to people and wildlife.
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